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Today’s storm

Friday and
Saturday’s storm

NOAA satellite image taken Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. shows a series of intense storms marching toward the West Coast.

A deep jet stream trough that will 
center itself directly over the West 
Coast is causing a strong Pacific 
storm – which would normally head 
toward the Pacific Northwest – to 
reach much farther south.

STORMS LINE UP
A series of big, wet, windy storms will pummel Northern California through the weekend, 
bringing heavy snow to the Sierra, buckets of rain to the lowlands, and howling winds 
everywhere. “Prepare for the absolute worst,” says the CHP’s 
Kelly Baraga, who advises mountain travelers to 
hit the road this morning if they want to 
outrun the weather.
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OUTLOOK FOR THIS WEEK

Sources: The Associated Press, Weather Underground, Bee research THE SACRAMENTO BEE
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Two to 5 inches of rain 
by Sunday, wind gusts 
Friday up to 40 mph 
and temperatures in the 
high 40s to mid-50s. 
Expect local street 
flooding, power failures 
and downed tree limbs 
or trees.

Rain with highs in 
the 40s to low 
50s, winds up to 
65 mph starting 
Friday, and snow 
levels possibly 
down to 2,500 
feet by Saturday. 
Expect difficult 
driving conditions 
and localized 
flooding.

Up to 10 feet 
of snow on 
the peaks, 
temperatures 
in the 20s and 
30s, strong 
winds gusting 
up to 100 
mph. Expect 
road closures, 
white-out 
conditions, 
and lots of 
stranded 
travelers.

At least 3 inches of rain, 
highs in the 40s and 50s, 
and wind gusts 50 to 60 
mph, whipping up high tides 
that will push the 
Sacramento River at Rio 
Vista to just above monitor 
stage. Expect power failures 
and localized flooding.

High seas, with ocean swells of 24 feet 
by Saturday, will roil the bay, with heavy 
rain and strong wind through the 
weekend. Expect dangerous conditions 
for boaters – the Coast Guard urges 
them to stay in port.
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