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Responses to Letter B:  US Fish and Wildlife Service – Peter A. Cross, San Joaquin Valley 
Deputy Assistant Field Supervisor 
 

Response to Comment B.1 

The comment states that the threatened vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi), the 
endangered vernal pool tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus packardi), and the threatened California tiger 
salamander (Ambystoma californiense) may be present in the project area.  As described on 
pp. IV.H.7-IV.H.8 in the Draft EIR, aquatic habitats on the project site are irrigated pasture and 
anthropogenic freshwater marsh.  The site lacks suitable habitat for vernal pool species such as 
the vernal pool fairy shrimp, vernal pool tadpole shrimp, and California tiger salamander.  
Furthermore, there are no published records or known extant populations of California tiger 
salamanders within the species’ observed dispersal range of 1.24 miles. 

Response to Comment B.2 

The comment identifies the parameters of a “take” under the Endangered Species Act.  Take 
under Section 9 of the Act is not expected, as federally-listed wildlife species are not known to 
inhabit or forage on the project site. 

Response to Comment B.3 

The comment contends that if disturbance of vernal pools or other federal, jurisdictional water 
bodies in the project site is proposed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should be contacted.  The 
project site does not include vernal pools or other federal, jurisdictional water bodies.  The 
aquatic habitats on the site are isolated from regional waterways and do not constitute Waters of 
the U.S.  The Army Corps of Engineers has been notified of the proposed project and has not 
asserted jurisdiction over the isolated, anthropogenic freshwater marsh. 






