
RIVERBANK CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM NO. 6.1 
 

SECTION 6: NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
Meeting Date: February 11, 2008 
 
Subject/ Title: Resolution Supporting 2008 Transportation Sales Tax Initiative 
 
Submitted by: Richard Holmer, City Manager 
 
City Manager Approval: 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends Council adopt Resolution supporting a 2008 Sales Tax Initiative. 
 
 
STAFF SUMMARY: 
 
In 2006, a initiative was placed on the ballot to charge a ½ cent tax on sales of goods 
for transit purposes.  Though the majority of residents voted for its approval (57%), it 
required a super majority (66.6%) to pass into law. 
 
In reviewing the failure of its passage, the following information was gleaned: 
 

1. The timeframe for the tax was too long (30-years). 
2. Too much focus was put on Highway 99. 
3. Not enough funds were dedicated to local projects. 
4. The cities were not actively involved in this measure.  In a sense it was left to the 

Alliance to raise private funds and manage the campaign. 
5. The public relations firm was from Sacramento and had little knowledge of local 

programs or unique eccentricities. 
 
The nine City Mayors have solidly supported attempting another ballot measure this 
November.  Because of the reduced timeframe, each city must decide now if it will 
participate in this new attempt at passage.  If one city or the County is not supportive it 
will probably fail. 
 
The critical issue is becoming a self-help county.  Counties in California, where 90% of 
the population resides are self-help counties (e.g. have a ½ cent sales tax dedicated to 



transit).  By having “self-help” status it is easier to receive funds through a local match 
for major and minor projects. 
 
City and County officials have been meeting and believe a fair and equitable plan has 
been devised.  Briefly the major components are: 
 

1. Twenty (20) year ½ cent sales tax allocation. 
2. Fifty percent (50%) to three major projects, fifty percent (50%) to local projects. 
3. Funding would be based equally on population and sales tax.  There would be an 

annual true-up (if our sales tax increased, our share would increase). 
4. There would be $350,000 for major projects and $350,000 for local projects.  

One of the major projects is the North County Corridor. 
5. The Public Relations firm would be local. 
6. Funds would come through TDA funds shared equally by population through all 

jurisdictions.  There would be some fundraising, too. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
Some TEA funds to the City would be redirected for this campaign. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  (List attachments in order of placement) 
 

1. Resolution 
2. 2008 Transportation Sales Tax Program Status Update from Vince Harris, 

Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF RIVERBANK 
 

RESOLUTION  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF RIVERBANK CITY COUNCIL  
SUPPORTING THE 2008 TRANSPORTATION SALES TAX INITIATIVE. 

 
 

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Riverbank understands the 
importance of transit funding allocated to self-help counties; and 
 

WHEREAS, If the City is to improve its road conditions and traffic congestion, it 
is important that we become a self-help County; and 

 
WHEREAS, The proposed initiative provides a balance of funding for both local 

and regional projects; and 
 

WHEREAS, The basis for funding is equitable to all entities; and 
 
WHEREAS, There is a true-up clause which changes appropriations based on 

population and sales tax. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Riverbank does hereby support a ½ cent sales tax initiative be placed on the November 
ballot and the City Council will unite in its efforts for the passage of this measure. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Riverbank at a regular 
meeting held on the 11th day of February 2008, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
 
 
 ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
 
 ________________________   ________________________ 
 Linda Abid-Cummings, CMC   Christopher Crifasi 
 City Clerk      Mayor 
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