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Reviewed Felony Misdemeanor

Domestic violence

2007 2,082 594 716

2006 2,015 540 474

2005 2,059 402 336

Crimes against children

2007 379 150 65

2006 363 134 57

2005 387 149 39

Elder abuse

2007 66 36 14

2006 47 31 13

2005 68 44 5

Sexual assault

2007 94 33 2

2006 64 25 2

2005 65 26 3

BY THE NUMBERS
Led by the Stanislaus County district attorney’s 
office and Assistant District Attorney Carol 
Shipley, people from private and public agencies 
are trying to form a “one-stop shop” for victims 
of domestic violence, child abuse, elder abuse 
and sexual assault. County statistics for 
2005-07 for those crime categories were 
analyzed. Some numbers may not add up 
because some cases were not pursued in court.

Total number of reported 
victims in Stanislaus County:
2007........................................................2,621
2006........................................................2,489
What do victims of domestic violence need? 
Here’s what they said in a survey:
■ Counseling and-or support group
■ Housing assistance and-or referrals
■ Legal assistance (other than restraining orders)
■ Law enforcement response
■ Help with restraining orders
■ Spiritual guidance-chaplaincy services
■ Mental health services
■ Public assistance for food and other needs
■ Medi-Cal or other health insurance benefits
■ Child care during court hearings, 
    counseling and other programs
■ Emergency protective order
■ Emergency shelter
■ Employment assistance or job training
■ Transportation to services or 
    appointments
■ Substance abuse counseling-treatment
■ Victim of crime compensation
■ Emergency room-medical attention
■ Translation or interpretation services

May RicoMike ZagarisSue Foster

Sources: Stanislaus County district attorney’s office 
and Stanislaus Family Justice Center Foundation
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Haven Women’s Center of Stanislaus helps domestic violence and sexual assault
victims and says it gives them the chance to plan and regain control of their lives.

JOAN BARNETT LEE/THE BEE

Carried to safety
Paramedics carry a 7-year-old child during a rescue from Dry Creek on
Sunday near Scenic Drive and Coffee Road in Modesto after a sport utility
vehicle plunged into the creek. See story, The Back Page.

By MICHAEL CIEPLY
THE NEW YORK TIMES

UNIVERSAL CITY — A massive fire erupted
early Sunday at NBC Universal’s studio lot, de-
stroying a vault full of digitized movie and TV
images and parts of the studio tour, including the
King Kong attraction.

The blaze locked crowds out of the company’s
theme park, and several firefighters suffered mi-
nor injuries. But the fire did not delay Sunday
evening’s live broadcast from a neighboring am-
phitheater of the MTV movie awards, which filled
the area with celebrities, including the event’s
host, Mike Myers.

Universal officials said the video vault con-
tained images of films and TV shows dating to the
1920s, including the films “Knocked Up” and
“Atonement” and the NBC series “Law & Order”
and “The Office.” But in no case was the de-

SEE BACK PAGE, FIRE

Huge fire ravages
Universal Studios

By TIM MORAN
tmoran@modbee.com

When Elizabeth Iverson became a victim of
physical and mental abuse six years ago, she
discovered the difficulty of accessing
services available to help her in Stanislaus

County.
A wide variety is available for families in crisis, from

legal to medical help, counseling and shelter. But they
are not all in one place, and for Iverson, that meant
walking with three young children around downtown

Modesto in the summer heat.
Iverson received assistance at

Haven Women’s Center of
Stanislaus. There were
restraining orders to file with
the Modesto Police Department
and the Sheriff’s Department,
and welfare papers to fill out.
The district attorney’s victim
witness program helped.

Still, she had no car, and found
herself walking with her
children from Haven to the
Police Department in Modesto,
and to the Community Services
Agency in Ceres.

“I carried ice packs and spray
bottles to keep my children cool.
I was too poor for baby-sitting,”
Iverson said. “I wish I could
have gone somewhere where
someone could hold my hand

SEE BACK PAGE, CENTER

Having all resources

under one roof keeps

abused from trekking

from place to place

Patients’ minds can play tricks
LIFESTYLES D-1

Ex-first lady may seek exit
as Obama nears nomination

By BETH FOUHY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The race all but over,
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton is determin-
ing how to end her historic candidacy with
her dignity intact and future secure.

It’s not an academic question, because ri-
val Sen. Barack Obama is expected to se-

cure enough delegates this week to claim
the Democratic presidential nomination.
The former first lady and New York sena-
tor is said to be considering a range of op-
tions, including dropping out of the race
and endorsing Obama, suspending her can-
didacy to be available on the outside
chance he stumbles or carrying her fight to
the convention.

Clinton picked up 38 delegates in win-
ning Puerto Rico’s primary by a sizable
margin Sunday, but Obama gained 17 dele-

gates there, pushing him closer to the 2,118
necessary to seize the nomination.

The last two contests in their marathon
primary, South Dakota and Montana on
Tuesday, offer just 31 delegates, not
enough to put Obama over the top.

The nomination rests with the superdele-
gates, the prominent Democrats who can
vote their choice at the August convention
in Denver.

Advisers to Clinton and Obama predict

SEE PAGE A-8, CLINTON

Fashion icon dies
Yves Saint Laurent, who was
one of the best-known and
most influential designers of
the second half of the 20th
century, has died. He’s shown
above in 1961. Page A-5

Lending a hand
More than half a dozen people
lend a helping hand by
sprucing up the mobile home
of a stranger. Page B-1

MTV movie awards
With categories like best kiss
and best villain, it’s always a
rollicking time at the MTV
Movie Awards. Page A-2

Peterson theories
In the latest book to draw on
the Scott and Laci Peterson
case, true-crime author Marilee
Strong coins the term “eraser
killers” to explain why a
seemingly normal guy would
murder the woman he had
promised to cherish. Page B-1

Catching criticism
Columnist Ruben Navarrette,
who spoke at the graduation
ceremony at the University of
California at Merced, responds
to criticism about his mention
of gay marriage. Page B-7

Medi-Cal cuts?
The ailing California budget
has state officials looking at
ways to cut the ranks of
Medi-Cal recipients. Page A-7

Coming Tuesday
In a world where “Grand Theft
Auto” captures so much
attention, there’s still room for
a more innocent game —
miniature golf. In LifeStyles

modbee.com
At your service
Start home delivery of the
paper. Send a news tip. Place
a wedding announcement. Find
out how to apply for a job.
Submit a letter to the editor.
You can do all that and more
at our service page, at
www.modbee.com/service.
For more modbee.com
highlights, see Page A-2.
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ONE PLACE TO HELP VICTIMS

ADRIAN MENDOZA/THE BEE

Assistant District Attorney Carol Shipley, above,
sits in her office Thursday as she talks about a
proposal to establish a Family Justice Center in
Stanislaus County to help some crime victims.

‘(Victims) need
to be taught

safety, and have
a place to go

to be safe.
We just want the
violence to stop.’
— Carol Shipley,
assistant district

attorney
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Clinton weighs all campaign options

For more, go to
www.modbee.
com/elections.

Ben van der
Meer takes
a look at
possible

vice
president

choices —
serious and

fun —
in ‘On

Politics.’
Page B-1

MIKE MEADOWS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A fire tore through a back lot at NBC
Universal Studios in Los Angeles on
Sunday, causing millions in damage.

Weather
Warmer.
High 85, low 52.

Yesterday: High 79,
low 54.

Details on Page B-8
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