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PHOTOS BY DEBBIE NODA AND GRAPHIC BY THE BEE
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Manteca parking lot 
where a 9-year-old 
boy found a 
newborn boy.
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Rural Oakdale road 
where a woman found 

a newborn girl 
the same day.
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Two newborns, 
a boy and girl, 
were found 
abandoned 
29 miles apart 
on Oct. 1, 1968.

shouldn’t issue additional bonds
because of the deficit and be-
cause the state has almost
$50 billion in bond debt.

SB 1407 is pending before the
Assembly, Perata spokeswoman
Lynda Gledhill said. Then it
would need the governor’s signa-
ture. The state budget impasse
provides another hurdle; the gov-
ernor has pledged not to sign
any bills until the Legislature
passes a budget.

“He would have until Sept. 30
to sign it, and I hope we have a
budget before then,” Gledhill
said.

She said the Modesto court-
house should be included in the
bill’s funding, although it is not
one of the projects identified by
the state’s Judicial Council for
the first two years. The 34 “imme-
diate need” projects would cost
$2.43 billion. “It may be in bond
year three or four,” she said.

That might put the funding for
the Modesto facility five or six
years out, because the state
would wait to figure out how
much money the new fees gener-
ate before selling bonds, Gledhill
said.

Bob Emerson, assistant direc-
tor of the Office of Court Con-
struction and Management at
the Administrative Office of the
Courts, said the bond issue
should cover all projects identi-
fied as immediate and critical,
which would include Modesto
and Turlock — although he de-
clined to predict whether those
projects would be funded.

Should the bill become law, the
Judicial Council is expected to
make recommendations in De-
cember on which projects it
would like to see funded, Emer-
son said. The council has identi-
fied projects for fiscal years
2008-09 and 2009-10.

A facilities master plan for
Stanislaus County courts done
five years ago shows the Modes-
to courthouse being built in four
phases, with the existing build-
ing being demolished and em-
ployees moving into each succes-
sive phase.

The phases would take place
over several years, aimed at
meeting the county’s courtroom
needs in 2022, the master plan
says.

The courthouse project would
include a $9 million parking
structure, according to the
state’s trial court capital outlay
plan.

The statewide planning for
courthouse needs comes as a re-
sult of the 1997 legislation call-
ing for the transfer of county
court buildings to the state.
Stanislaus County is negotiating
that transfer, which must be
complete by the end of next year.

The age of the courthouse,
parts of which date to 1938, has
complicated negotiations, ac-
cording to Tim Fedorchak, sen-
ior management consultant in
the county’s chief executive of-
fice.

State inspectors have ques-
tioned how reinforcing steel
bars are tied into the columns of
the oldest part of the courthouse,
Fedorchak said — details that
have been lost in the intervening
70 years. Finding out would re-
quire a destructive test of the col-
umns, he said.

The alternative is for the coun-
ty to transfer the building but re-
tain liability for any seismic
damage.

“We live under the belief that
the building is built like a battle-
ship,” Fedorchak said.

The age of the building has be-
come an issue with the courts
moving into the space formerly
occupied by the district attor-

ney’s office. Any major remodel-
ing, for instance to put in new
courtrooms, would require that
the building be brought up to
2008 building codes, Fedorchak
said. That would be prohibitive-
ly expensive, he said.

And the cost of major remodel-
ing has to be weighed against the
remaining life of the building.

While the state would build
and own the courthouse, the
county will remain in posses-
sion of the lawn in front of it,
with its war memorials and the
fountain with Chief Estanislao.
The county will own the only oth-
er building remaining on the
block, the county jail.

County officials want to demol-
ish the downtown jail and the
honor farm on Grayson Road, re-
placing them with an expanded
public safety center on East
Hackett Road. The estimated
price for that plan is $210.5 mil-
lion, plus $17.3 million in annual
staffing costs. With the weak
economy and state budget crisis,
the county is deferring plans to
set aside money for the jail
project.

To comment, click on the link with
this story at www.modbee.com.
Bee staff writer Tim Moran can be
reached at tmoran@modbee.com
or 578-2349.
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“It’s all been overwhelming,”
Face said. “We were surprised
by how many people were inter-
ested in what happened to us.”

A month ago, Face and Becer-
ra were strang-
ers with simi-
lar birth sto-
ries. Now they
share an emo-
tional bond
and a belief
that they may
be twins sepa-
rated at birth.

Besides well-
wishers, they
have been sur-
prised by the
media’s re-
quests — in-
cluding the
“Today” show
and People
magazine — as
well as offers
of help. A medi-
cal group in
Modesto has of-

fered to run DNA tests for free.
Both were brought to tears by

the concern expressed by those
who helped save their lives in Oc-
tober 1968.

Tom Gallegos recalls every de-
tail of the day that he found a
baby boy.

Gallegos was 9 years old when
he went shopping one afternoon
with his mother at a Manteca de-
partment store and spotted a
cardboard box in the corner of
the parking lot. Thinking it
might be good for grass clip-
pings, Gallegos said he walked
over and opened it. He found a
baby wrapped in a yellow blan-
ket. The infant was covered with
ant bites.

“I yelled to my mother, and she
picked him up and held him,”
said Gallegos, who lives in Haw-
thorne, Nev. The newborn was
taken to a hospital, where Gal-
legos’ mother visited him sever-
al times. After awhile, officials

wouldn’t allow her in because
she wasn’t related.

“For 40 years, we’ve wondered
about him,” Gallegos said
Wednesday.

After Gallegos read about Face
and Becerra on modbee.com, he
called his mother, who kept
newspaper clippings about the
abandoned baby. “When she
heard that he was OK, she burst
out crying,” he said. “She was so
happy.”

The same day the baby boy was
found, Evelyn Welch’s neighbor
— Myrtle Stella, now deceased
— found a baby girl on a country
road in Oakdale, near a gate at
the entrance to a ranch.

“There was such a commo-

tion,” said Welch, 94, who now
lives in La Grange.

The local women later collect-
ed money and bought the baby a
few gifts, including a cup.

“We wanted her to know that
there were people who cared
about her,” Welch said.

Becerra was overcome Wednes-
day when she heard about the
baby items.

“I still have them,” she said be-
tween tears. “I never knew
where they were from.

“What do you say to someone
who saved your life? Thank you
seems so small. She deserves so
much more than that.”

Face said he wants to meet Gal-
legos. “What he and his mother

did,” he said, stopping to clear
his throat, “well, they saved my
life.”

Face and Becerra were adopt-
ed by Sacramento area families.
Neither of the families knew
that another baby had been aban-
doned. Face grew up in West Sac-
ramento. Becerra was raised in
Roseville.

The two met about three weeks
ago, after Becerra began re-
searching her birth and found a

Modesto Bee article about the
two abandoned babies.

Face and Becerra still are get-
ting to know each other. Both
say they felt a connection when
they met.

“All my life, I had hoped to
meet a birth relative,” Face said.
“And now, a sister, I couldn’t ask
for anything more.”

The two are discussing the pos-
sibility of a DNA test, something
they’ll probably do when every-

thing settles down.
For now, they are interested in

learning what they can about
their birth. Face said it would be
difficult, but he’d like to meet his
mother.

Over the years, he said he has
concocted different scenarios
about her reasons for doing
what she did.

“We’re not upset, we know life
can be hard,” Face said. “But we
would like some answers.”
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If funding is approved for a 
$77 million courthouse and 
parking garage in Modesto, 
plans call for the structure to 
be built in four phases over at 
least a decade.

A seven- to eight-story 
building would be 
constructed in the courtyard 
parking lot area between the 
existing courthouse and the 
county jail. It would contain 
eight courtrooms and 
support offices.

PHASE 1

Another eight-courtroom 
module would extend 
toward I Street along the 
12th Street side. 
Occupants of the old 
courthouse wing along 
11th Street would move 
into the new building.

PHASE 3

Workers in the Hall of Records 
portion of the old courthouse 
facing I Street would be 
moved to the new building, 
and the Hall of Records would 
be demolished. A second 
eight-courtroom module 
would be built, extending 
toward 12th Street.

PHASE 2

The remainder of the old 
courthouse would be 
demolished, and the new 
courthouse completed, with 
16 courtrooms along 
11th Street. The county 
would retain ownership of 
the courthouse lawn facing 
I Street, and the county jail 
building behind the 
courthouse.

PHASE 4

DOWNTOWN CHANGES

Source: Facilities Master Plan for the Superior Court of California, Stanislaus County

Stanislaus
Superior Court

Stanislaus County 
Men’s Jail
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New construction

To be demolished

SETTING IT STRAIGHT
We want to make sure the
information in this paper is
accurate. Please call mistakes
to our attention, so we may
correct them.

Local news .............. 578-2330
State, nation, world. 578-2359
Work & Money ........ 578-2336
Features ................... 578-2379
Scene ....................... 578-2379
Sports ...................... 578-2300

James Face
and Gloria

Becerra are
scheduled to
be on ‘Good

Morning
America’
today on
ABC-TV,
News 10.

To read
The Bee’s

original story
on the babies
abandoned in
1968, click on
the link with
this story at

www.modbee.
com.

JOSE LUIS VILLEGAS/THE SACRAMENTO BEE

Gloria Becerra and James Face are interviewed Wednesday for a
‘Good Morning America’ segment set to appear at 7:30 a.m. today.

As a 9-year-old,
Tom Gallegos
found a baby boy
in a Manteca
parking lot. That
baby grew up to be
James Face, who
lives in West
Sacramento.

MINERAL COUNTY (NEV.)
FIRE DEPARTMENT

BABIES: ‘What do you say to someone who saved your life? Thank you seems so small’

DEBBIE NODA/THE BEE

Parts of the Stanislaus County Courthouse date to 1938, making many repairs prohibitively expensive.

COURTHOUSE: State deficit is major hurdle
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