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HOUSE SEARCHED
A SWAT team searched a Waterford 
house Friday afternoon, looking for a 
man suspected of killing a former 
girlfriend in a Modesto motel. About 
10 homes were evacuated. Nobody was 
found inside the house.
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BY ROSALIO AHUMADA
rahumada@modbee.com

WATERFORD — A police SWAT team
surrounded a home for about three hours
Friday afternoon on a tip that a man sus-
pected of killing a former girlfriend in a
Modesto motel room might be there. Af-
ter evacuating about 10 houses in the
neighborhood, officers searched the
home and found nobody.
Modesto police were looking for Erick
John Vogel, 38, who is wanted on suspi-
cion of murder.
Police said Vogel broke into a room at

the Rodeway Inn in
central Modesto early
Wednesday and “bru-
tally” stabbed his
former girlfriend,
Katherine Voelker,
with whom he had
two young children.
She was taken by am-
bulance to a Modesto
hospital, where she
was pronounced dead.
Vogel, 38, andVoelk-
er, 26, lived with their

son and daughter, Vogel’s 12-year-old son
and Vogel’s mother at the house on
LandonCourt, a quiet cul-de-sac of single-
family homes.
No one answered when a Bee reporter
knocked on the door about 12:30 p.m. Fri-
day before the SWAT team arrived.
There were no vehicles in the driveway.
Phone calls to the house were not an-
swered.
Shortly before 1 p.m., the Modesto po-
lice Special Weapons and Tactics truck
arrived and parked in front of the house.
Investigators had received information
that Vogel might be at the house, police
spokesman Sgt. Brian Findlen said.
The couple’s neighbors and friends,
who gathered near the scene, said Vo-
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Hunt Comes Up Empty

BART AH YOU/THE BEE

The Modesto police SWAT team searches Friday at a home on Landon Court in Waterford for murder suspect Erick John Vogel.

Motel slaying suspect not at Waterford home

A flier near the Waterford home shows Vogel and asks for help in finding him.
Police believe he broke into a Modesto motel room early Wednesday and killed
former girlfriend Katherine Voelker in front of their two young children.

Huckaby has yet to enter plea
in death of 8-year-old Tracy girl
BY CYNTHIA HUBERT
The Sacramento Bee

STOCKTON — A San Joaquin County judge
Friday agreed to seal the details of an autopsy
on the body of 8-year-old SandraCantu of Tracy.

SuperiorCourt Judge Lin-
da Lofthus, in response to a
request by the district attor-
ney’s office, said releasing
the report could cause pub-
lic outrage and make it im-
possible for the woman
charged with raping and
killing Sandra to get a fair
trial.
It also would be “an inva-
sion of the Cantu family’s

privacy rights,” Lofthus added.
The ruling came duringMelissaChantelHuck-
aby’s second courtroom appearance since being
charged with kidnapping, raping and slaying
Sandra, whose body was found earlier this
month in a suitcase in an irrigation pond. The

girl had been missing for 10 days, and had last
been seen skipping through the trailer park
where she livedwith hermother,Maria Chavez.
People in Tracy and across the country be-
came mesmerized by the case, and more than
2,500 people attended Sandra’s public memorial
service.
Huckaby, 28, was a neighbor of Sandra and her
family at the Orchard Estates Mobile Home
Park, and her daughter frequently played with
Sandra.
Shackled and wearing a red jail jumpsuit Fri-
day, Huckaby sat quietly next to public defender
Sam Behar, staring straight ahead and showing
no emotion.
Several of her family members, seated behind
her in the courtroom, shed tears.
If Huckaby is convicted, she could face life in
prison without the possibility of parole or the
death penalty.
She has yet to enter a plea.
Relatives and friends of Sandra and her fam-
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BEAGLE ON THE GO
Two months after surgery to
remove a bullet from his
back, a year-old beagle
named Bentley has a family
that loves him and a nice
set of wheels. Page B-1

SWINE FLU OUTBREAK
A unique strain of swine flu
is the suspected killer of
dozens of people in Mexico.
The outbreak has spurred
concerns of a global flu
epidemic, and the virus has
sickened at least eight
people in Texas and
California. Page B-5

CREDIT BULLIES
In her “Color of Money”
column, Michelle Singletary
says if enough people
lighten up on their love of
plastic, the credit card
companies will be forced by
consumers to play fair.
Page B-6

DRAFT HOPEFULS
USC linebackers Rey
Maualuga, Brian Cushing
and Clay Matthews are
projected to be chosen
today in the opening round
of the NFL draft. If so, they
would be the first trio of
linebackers from the same
school drafted in the first
round. Page C-1

ROAD TO RECOVERY
Born in Iraq
and raised
in Modesto,
Abraham
Odisho is a
proud Army
private
presently

inhabiting a world of hurt.
Page B-1

AWAITING ‘THE CALL’
Connor Graham admits to
keeping a bag packed, just
in case he gets the call. But
unlike every other minor-
league baseball player
hoping for the ring tone that
sends him to the next level
of the game, Graham is
waiting for a different kind
of call. Page C-1

COMING SUNDAY
For many college students
in the Class of 2009, the
postgraduation job hunt has
turned into a quest for a
rewarding Plan B — or, in
many cases, Plan C or D.
In Work & Money

Today’s
Scoop

WEATHER
Partly
cloudy

72 / 47
Complete
forecast,
Page B8

For past
stories on

the case, and a
look at recent
homicides in
Stanislaus
County, click
on the link with
this story at
www.modbee.
com/local.

Secrecy shrouds
stress-test results
for financial firms
BY STEVENSON JACOBS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It was the
banking industry’s equiva-
lent of Judgment Day: Dark-
suited bank executives called
in to top-secretmeetings with
Federal Reserve officials to
learn whether their institu-
tions might live or die if the
economy took a sharp turn
for the worse.
The disclosure of the stress-
test results to the nation’s
19 biggest financial firms
made for high drama on Wall
Street, which buzzed with an-
ticipation even though the
banks’ report cards won’t be
made public until May 4.
Bank executives learned
their grades in meetings at
Federal Reserve banks across
the country. The proceedings
were shrouded in secrecy. By
law, the banks can’t publicize
the results without the gov-
ernment’s permission. Most
banks refused even to con-
firm the meetings took place.
The stress tests are among
the ways the government has
tried to restore confidence in
the banking sector amid the
gravest financial crisis since
the Great Depression.
Goldman Sachs President
andCo-Chief Operating Offic-
er Gary Cohn met with offi-
cials at the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York.
Cohn was joined by mem-
bers of Goldman’s risk man-
agement division, according
to a person familiar with the
meeting who asked not to be
named because he wasn’t au-
thorized to discuss thematter.
Goldman CEO Lloyd Blank-
fein couldn’t attend because
he’s overseas.
Hours later, John Mack,
CEO of Goldman rival Mor-
gan Stanley, arrived in a sil-
ver Audi sedan with dark-
tinted windows.
Accompanied by three as-
sociates, Mack showed his
ID to security and entered
the building’smain entrance,
a few feet fromwhere tourists
line up for daily tours.
Forty-five minutes later,
the Audi pulled out of the
rear entrance. Police blocked
traffic and let the car speed
off thewrongway downanar-
row street in Manhattan’s Fi-
nancial District.
Morgan Stanley spokesman
Mark Lake refused to con-
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For recent stories and more coverage of the
case, click on the link with this story at
www.modbee.com/local.

Bank
scrutiny
worries
Wall St.

CAMPUS CONCERNS
� LOAN CHANGES PROPOSED: President Barack Obama on
Friday renewed his call for the government to stop backing
private loans to college students and replace them with
direct financial aid to young people, a challenge to a
decades-old program with strong congressional support.
Page A-4

� ADMISSION POLICY RAISES IRE: A new admissions
policy set to take effect at the University of California system
in three years is raising fears among Asian-Americans that it
will reduce their numbers on campus, where they account
for 40 percent of all undergraduates. University officials say
the new standards are intended to widen the pool of
applicants and make the process more fair. Page A-5

Huckaby


