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The sign promised “Wide Open Spaces. Wide Open Fu-
tures.”
The reality was a crowded line that snaked across the

conference hall for two openings with the
U.S. Forest Service.
“It’s kind of depressing, really. These
people are hardworking. There’s just not
a whole lot of entry-level positions out

there for them,” said U.S. Forest Service recruiter Rita
Yates as she spoke with person after person Tuesday af-
ternoon.
Some 1,500 attendees came, with résumés in hand, to
the Modesto HIREvent job fair at Modesto Centre Plaza.
What they found at the event sponsored by the California

SEE BACK PAGE, JOB FAIR

Many applicants, few jobs

DEBBIE NODA/dnoda@modbee.com

U.S. Forest Service recruiter Rita Yates goes over available jobs Tuesday with Neal Mitchell at the Modesto HIREvent at
Modesto Centre Plaza. It was one of a handful of job fairs the California Job Journal holds in Northern California each year.

‘These people are hardworking. There’s just
not a whole lot of entry-level positions out there
for them.’ — U.S. Forest Service recruiter Rita Yates

Modesto employment fair
proves frustrating for 1,500

Saysavanh Inhdara, left, and Tomas Boutsingkhone look
over applications for seasonal work at Bronco Wine Co.

PEOPLE OUT OF WORK

TuolumneStanislausSan JoaquinMerced

Notes:      
1) Data may not add due to rounding.  The unemployment rate is calculated 
using unrounded data.    
2) Labor force data for all geographic areas now reflect the March 2008 
benchmark and Census 2000 population controls at the state level. 
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BY JOHN M. BRODER
The New York Times

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy of Massachusetts, a
son of one of the most storied families in Ameri-
can politics, a man who knew triumph and trage-
dy in near-equalmeasure andwhowill be remem-
bered as one of the most effective lawmakers in
the history of the Senate, died Tuesday night. He
was 77.
The death was announced this morning in a
statement by the Kennedy family.
“Edward M. Kennedy — the husband, father,
grandfather, brother and uncle we loved so deep-

ly — died late
Tuesdaynight at
home in Hyan-
nis Port,” the

statement said. “We’ve lost the irreplaceable cen-
ter of our family and joyous light in our lives, but
the inspiration of his faith, optimism and perse-
verance will live on in our hearts forever.
“We thank everyone who gave him care and
support over this last year, and everyone who
stood with him for so many years in his tireless
march for progress toward justice, fairness and

SEE BACK PAGE, KENNEDY

Massachusetts Sen. Ted Kennedy dies
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BATTLE TO SAIL
A Dutch teen wants to
become the youngest
person to sail solo around
the world, and her parents
approve. But the Dutch
Council for Child Protection
is so concerned about the
voyage, it has sought
custody of the girl so it can
halt the trip. Page A-7

SMUGGLING BY RAIL
U.S. law enforcement is
pressuring railroad
companies to crack down
on smugglers sneaking
drugs onto trains headed
across the border. Page A-8

WAIT FOR APPEALS
The turbulent real estate
market has convinced
thousands of Stanislaus
County homeowners to
challenge their property tax
assessments. That’s
overwhelmed the county
assessor’s staff and the
Assessment Appeals Board,
which by law must rule on
appeals within two years.
Page B-1

POLITICAL ADVICE
What should women know
when they’re considering
running for office? Former
area political leaders share
their thoughts. Page A-11

AIM TO OBEY LAW
If you claim to be hunting
pigs with your firearm
during an archery-only deer
season, you may draw the
attention of a game warden.
Page C-6

CALIFORNIA HONORS
Modesto native and “Star
Wars” creator George
Lucas, slain gay rights
activist Harvey Milk, and
feisty football commentator
John Madden will be among
the newest California Hall of
Fame inductees. Page A-5

COMING THURSDAY
What to take with you
to college, what to leave
home. It’s a tough decision,
especially if college is
thousands of miles away.
In Buzzz

Today’s
Scoop

WEATHER
Sunny,
light wind

97 / 61
Complete
forecast,
Page B8

Cardoza
focuses on
job creation.
Page B-1

MID keeps rates steady
WHAT IT MEANS

� A typical home in the Modesto Irrigation District
would have paid an average of $151 a month for
electricity if next week’s planned rate hike had gone
through.

� Rates have gone up twice this year. The average
home’s monthly bill rose 7 percent to $127 in
January, then 2 percent to $130 in June.

The figures are averaged over a year. Power use
is much greater in summer than winter.

Now’s not the time
to overhaul health
care, GOP argues
BY JAMES OLIPHANT
Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The
White House acknowledged
Tuesday that the federal defi-
cit is rising faster than expect-
ed, andRepublicans seized on
the prospect of $9 trillion in
red ink over the next decade
as another reason to put off
action on health care.
But Democrats countered
that existing problems in the
health care system are a drag
on the economy and that,
over time, dealing with them
would help rein in govern-
ment spending.
Financial markets seemed
to bolster the administra-
tion’s argument that, with
the economy still struggling
to escape the worst recession
in 80 years, the rising deficit
poses no immediate threat.
Stocks continued upward
Tuesday, and borrowing
costs for the government re-
mained very low — suggest-
ing investors still see the U.S.
economy as a safe haven. The
Treasury Department sold
$42 billion in two-year notes
Tuesday at a yield of only
1.12 percent.
Also, national home prices
jumped for the second month
in a row, the first such back-
to-back growth in three
years. And a widely watched
measure of consumer confi-
dence showed its first in-
crease since May.
Sounding the attack
against overhauling health
care now, Sen. John Thune,
R-S.D., who had argued that
the Democrats’ plans would
lead to a government-run op-
tion, called the deficit projec-
tions a “three-alarm fire
warning.”
“The key for the Congress
is to do no harm, to do noth-
ing to make matters worse,”
he said.
Conservatives also cited
the rising deficit as grounds
for deferring action on Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s propos-
als to combat global warming
by reducing carbon emis-
sions — a plan they said
would raise costs to industry
and farmers.
Also Tuesday, the nonparti-
san Congressional Budget Of-
fice predicted that the federal
deficit for 2009 will soar to
$1.6 trillion,whichwould rep-
resent 11.2 percent of the na-
tion’s gross domestic prod-
uct. That’s the highest per-
centage since the end of

SEE BACK PAGE, DEFICIT

Deficit
may hit
Obama’s
agenda

Garden powerhouse
has a multitude of uses TASTE E-1

Board cancels planned increase,
cites tough economy, lower costs
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

Electricity rates will not jump next week in the
Modesto Irrigation District, thanks to a unanimous
vote by its board Tuesday.
Directors canceled a rate hike that would have
averaged 16 percent, saving a typical home about
$21 a month.

“I’m gratified that you have rescinded the in-
crease for September,” Modesto resident Ray Hayes
told the board. “I certainly do thank you for this,
and I appreciate what the board is doing for us.”
A typical home’s average monthly bill, now $130,
would have hit $151 with the increase. Commercial
and industrial customers also would have paid
more.
Boardmembers, in discussing the move this week
and last week, cited the reduced cost of wholesale
power and a desire to help customers during tough

SEE BACK PAGE, RATES

�
� Stocks up as consumer confi-
dence rebounds. The Back Page

� Analysis: Bernanke remains
a safe bet to steer the Fed. B-4Kennedy in 2006

For continuous coverage,
go to www.modbee.com.

Glory days ahead for golf course
SPORTS C-1
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