Modesto Police Officers Association

2009 City Council Candidate Questionnaire

1. Do you support the contracting out of public safety services currently performed by sworn public safety officers if it can be shown that the city could save money by doing so?

Absolutely not. 

The Modesto Police Department is the 14th Nationally Accredited Police Department in the Nation. It was given this award TWICE. I do not just throw this out there as a bit of trivia as I supported with written and verbal recommendation both times for the accreditation based upon my direct observations of the Modesto Police Department as my position in the community as a life-long Civil Rights activist. 

The hiring and training methods of the personnel of the Modesto Police Department are the finest barring none. To hire outside of the department in the way in which this question seems to specify would be likened to replacing the finest officers with mere security guards from another town.

Not to mention the lack of familiarity with department policy that has grown through the last and current century with the community.

2. What is your position on the Public Safety Officers Procedural Bill of Rights? What is your position on the establishment of a non law enforcement civilian oversight/review panel which would have the authority to look at police practices and specific police incidents? Please explain.

Very few people are aware that there even exists a bill of rights for officers. The bill of rights for officers was put in place for the protection of the officer and must be respected as well as the community at large should be educated not only of it’s existence, but also of it’s purpose.

In response to a separate over-site committee, as a lifetime member of the National Association of the Advancement of Colored People, I have a great deal of knowledge regarding this topic, as it was one of the key reasons that I ran against Wendy Byrd in the 2007 NAACP presidential race. She wants to institute one badly. However, as many officers, including Chiefs Wasden and Harden respectively will agree with me, that the formation of such a board would be bias and consist primarily of individuals that, though they may claim to be soley at the service of the greater community in the quest of equality, they are in fact anti-law enforcement. I was quoted in the Modesto Bee during my NAACP bid for presidency of accusing Wendy Byrd of this. This was of course shortly after the notorious “hyphy” incident in downtown Modesto, in which through my interviews with alleged victims of police brutality during the incident I quickly came to the conclusion that stories were conflicting among the alleged victims, however, Wendy Byrd would not have any part of this and continued to emphasize and paint the Modesto Police Department (as a whole) as hateful and racist. I, on the other hand, cared to continue to nurture the good relations that I had built through my communication as a Civil Rights activist with several key officers within the Modesto Police Department and also, I felt that an independent panel which I knew for sure would be stylized as a witch hunt would undermine the great amount of work that had been done by myself and others to bridge the community with local law enforcement. Crime Stoppers aside, many crimes go unreported because of the prevalent myths in the local community regarding law enforcement. I some communities, perhaps this is justified, but I have found it to be a fact that it is absolutely not so with the Modesto Police Department.

It was this act that caused Chief Wasden to appoint me to his Citizen’s Advisory Committee to the Chief of Police. 

I have found this to be much more effective if there are problems that arise. 

Even before the events I have described here, I defended the Modesto Police Department against the United States Department of Civil Rights when the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), spurned by Wendy Byrd and Gladys Williams of the  Stanislaus County NAACP indicated that it was required to send a representative here. 

I explained to him that the MPD had a current subscription to language lines and that any time I had to acquire complaint forms for clients, not only was I afforded the forms, but officers would visit my clients and take a full report including video. Who could ask for more? 

But then again, I am really out there. They just sit on committees and complain about police procedure and never think about the consideration of both sides. Neither one of them would be able to even tell you that a typical gang stop requires multiple criteria for probable cause and is strictly followed by officers before they proceed to photograph subjects, much less enter them into the Gang Member Database.
2. Modesto police officers rank among the lowest compensated officers when compared to cities of comparable size. What do you believe the city can do to make our department more competitive at recruiting and retaining good officers?

There are several grants that have not been explored. Expecting this to be on the Modesto Police Department’s shoulders all the time, I think is unconscionable. But that is the way it has been for quite some time. Traditionally the MPD has been considered by the Modesto City Council to be responsible for being self sustaining and growing.

I would also be in favor of a sales tax increase. If I am elected that is one of the major issues that I am going to be perusing. It was promised to us by Brad Hawn, Dave Lopez and the Mayor himself in the 2007 election (I was a candidate then too) but after the candidates were sworn into office it fell by the way side and was manipulated into a now failed Measure S – all designed for roads.

I would also be advocating for strengthening the allotment of existing funds and cutting other services that are not vital for a certain period of time, in consideration of the seriousness of our crime levels. Though at times, when I speak to the Modesto City Council now, they seem to be in denial that we even have this crime escalation problem.

3. Do you support the California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) 3% at 50 pension plan which MPOA is a part of?

Yes. If I understand it correctly. I believe that law enforcement officers should have full pay for pension.

5. Modesto recently received federal funding to rehire 8 laid off police officers as well as fill 5 vacancies. As you know, this funding will last for 3 years. What do you believe Modesto should do to, at a minimum, ensure we allocate the revenues necessary to hold on to these officers after three years?

When the State finally came in and took several million dollars, wasn’t it interesting how fast the Modesto City Council was able to transfer funds and just hand this money over? 

The MPOA (That’s you) – showed very clearly in a piece published in the Modesto Bee that the Modesto City Council had more than 8 million dollars in reserves. They had an additional 10 million dollars in reserves – that’s a total of 18 million dollars in reserves and in essence, they deceived the public. They hid the money. When I brought this to the attention of the Modesto City Council during my time of speaking at the dais, Will O’bryant, after chastising the MPOA (that’s you!) for exercising their freedom of speech and “scaring people with scare tactics” (nothing but the facts you presented) – said to me, regarding the 10 million extra dollars – “I’d like him to go find it!”.

I believe the money is available to not only retain the officers but to also raise the compensation of officers. On this side of the dais and with my other responsibilities with my small business and the outreach I do in Airport District I do not have the wherewithal to find this money. If the money is there, I believe I will be able to bring it out so that a spot light is at least on it.

I am also very interested in finding grants and putting a ½ cent sales tax measure on the ballot (like what the Ceres City Council did).

6. What can Modesto do to raise additional revenues to bring stability to public safety staffing?

Several things. These are just a few of the items that I will be working on as a Modesto City Council Member:

1. Parking validation. It’s overused and abused for the 10th street garage. Are you going to tell me that you can go to Star Buck’s buy a cup of coffee for $1.80 and then have validation to park for 4, 6, or even 8 dollars and that the City is getting compensated?

2. Though Chris Ricci is “not down with” the idea of extra drink cover charges, I think that he should come back to the table of the entertainment commission and discuss this a bit more rationally.

3. Business License Fees. They have not been adjusted in many many years.

4. Developer fees. They are actually talking about lowering them. They have not been raised for many many years.

5. A half cent sales tax initiative for the next ballot.  

6. Grant research – NOT done by an overworked and understaffed police department.

7. This year ranked among the most contentious and difficult negotiations MPOA has ever had with the city and its staff.  What is your impression of how these negotiations were executed, and what would you do differently if you are elected?

If I had been a Modesto City Council member during this time, I would have walked with your officers assisting them in passing out the leaflets. I would have put my name and face in front of you. I would have been your voice. 

As was stated in an earlier question the MPD is afforded some of the lowest compensation in the state. I have heard more than a few officers sum it up by saying how depressing it is when they go to the dry cleaner and they see the uniforms pass by on the racks of bay area departments. Bay area officers living here, but unable to support their families, had no choice but to take jobs with other departments. 

The 10 percent raise was a stipend at best. And though I took some heat in supporting it, I never backed down in my support of the raise.

Beginning late in 2007, out of a quarter million residents of the City of Modesto I WAS THE ONLY ONE!!!! That begged the Modesto City Council not to cut 25 vacant positions.

At least a dozen times after that, I continued to plead for MPD funding. The mayor just shrugged his shoulders. Kind of like the same way he does when I remind him that he appeared in the award winning video episode On the Front Line – which dealt with Gang Violence in 2004. “Sorry Robert. There’s just nothing we can do.” 

The last time I plead with the Modesto City Council was during my time to speak on the issue presented as the MPOA is “being unreasonable” (Janice Keating). All because you did not give back your 10 percent raise? A pathetic offering for men and women that would take a bullet for any citizen at any time.

They denied that you agreed to concessions. They lied to the people they serve. I lost a very great deal of respect for the city council members that evening as I saw them all, in essence, crawl up on the lap of a mayor that had as much admitted at a lunch with myself and Wasden a week or so earlier that he was glad we were on those “bad lists there” because it increased our chances for “stimulus money from the Government”. 

I will go along. But I will not get along if it is not the right thing to do. This go along to get along attitude the Modesto Bee seems to brainwash into the public is a farce. A dangerous one at that. As you well know.

The MPOA did everything in their power to meet the Modesto City Council half way. Oh, the Mayor had a gosh darn good time thanking the other departments. 

Other departments that had gone ahead and made equal concessions to what you were offering in good faith.

But the officers were still laid off weren’t they? 

And the Modesto City Council blamed the MPOA. After all you and your men and women do for us. It makes me mad.

I just chalk it up to another reason I need to be on the Modesto City Council. They may have done the same thing. But there would have been one less vote. And there would have been, basically, one of your own sitting on the council.
8. How would you propose to deal with a situation in which city staff was consistently and successfully presenting a distorted description of MPOA’s position to the council?

I would shine a light on it and not be a lapdog to a mayor that intentionally gutted the Modesto Police Department so that he could pander more stimulus money from the Federal Government and then take all the credit for being the savior of the City of Modesto.

Since negotiations are confidential between the teams, what avenues would you undertake to ensure you and your council colleagues were getting the full picture?  

I would conduct personal interviews with members of both sides with pointed questions and not cede to other self-serving council members or City staff.

What avenues would you close off due to the fact that the negotiation process was underway?

I do not understand this question.

9. What are the most important issues in your city council district?

Most important issues in my district: (not in order)

1. Gangs (homicides and lack of parental education about gangs)

2. Drugs (primarily heroin and meth)

3. Property crime

4. Infant Death

5. Homelessness

6. Pan-handling

7. Domestic Violence

8. Elder Abuse

9. Child Abuse

10. Child Sexual abuse

11. Adult Sexual abuse

12. Teen drinking

13. Adult alcoholism

14. Diabetes

15. Cancers (primarily breast and cervical cancer for women – prostate cancer for men)

16. Drinking water for nursing mothers in un-incorporated pockets

17. Trust of law enforcement by immigrants

18. Preservation of parks

19. Community acceptance of non-homeowners

20. Stronger and less political neighborhood watch groups

How do you plan to address them?  

1. Gangs (homicides and lack of parental education about gangs)

By educating parents, emphasizing the need to MPD to tighten relationships with SO to utilize the Gang Impact Task Force for enforcement. 

Re-energize Delgatto’s gang presentations more locally and more often. To hold a REAL summit in which people that actually have something to do with the community are invited to discuss how to intervene and prevent gang membership. 

Pressure the County to make good on it’s promise of a rec-room for the Modesto Airport District. Convince everybody that gangs are a serious life and death threat and a threat to our way of life and a detriment to the very fabric of our society.

2. Drugs (primarily heroin and meth)

By educating parents on how to identify various drug substances and promote test kits so that they may be able to test their children for the abuse of substances as well as teach them the importance of recognizing the dangers of leaving at their children’s disposal (within reach) prescription medication. 

To educate the Modesto City Council and Stanislaus Board of Supervisors as entities comprising of staff and listener ship of the disadvantages of Prop 36 and the necessity of reclaiming our county’s lost slots of drug courts – easily done by showing actual case studies of some of my clients. Emphasizing local law enforcement (particularly the SO) to be more aware of the drug cartels feeding frenzy on welfare and food stamp fraud and to aim higher at taking down dealers rather than users so that supply can be limited to users, thereby facilitating more participants in rehab. 

Also, I would like to suggest serious consideration of shutting down the methadone clinic on McHenry.

3. Property crime

This will be drastically reduced with mere emphasis on the above two issues of drugs and gangs.

4. Infant Death

Education to parents on how to lay their babies in cribs and proper sleeping attire, etc. Of all the issues, this one is the most preventable. I would also push for greater education on the grace period of a mother turning her baby over to a local firehouse rather than a lonely dumpster somewhere.

5. Homelessness

I would like to acquire the abandoned Social Security Federal building downtown and renovate it into a drop-in center that would possibly work hand in hand with the Alliance WorkNet, the United way and other agencies, so that those that are wanting to turn their lives around will be able to.

I would also like to examine possible litter ordinances so that the homeless can be held accountable to a certain degree.

I would like to strengthen the restorative policing department with at least two more officers. I think we are down to just two now. Maybe I could get Joey Mercado to come back from Turlock!

6. Pan-handling

Pan-handling destroys small businesses. My personal, yet educated estimate is that 90 percent of the people that pan-handle have drug/alcohol problems. 

I have been promoting the 211 program by the United Way – I refer you to this article which articulates the problem and what I feel is a positive solution, if enough of the community is educated. I am currently applying pressure to the United Way board to fully enact effective marketing of this program primarily for this purpose.

http://stanford4modesto.com/211.html
7. Domestic Violence

Haven House has suffered severe cuts in funding. Once again, communication/education are the keys that will drastically reduce domestic violence incidences from occurring. Primarily taking the stigma out of anger management classes. Of course it is hard enough to get them to go when it is court ordered. 

8. Elder Abuse

Please refer to this article I wrote.

http://stanford4modesto.com/report.html

9. Child Abuse

Please refer to this article I wrote.

http://stanford4modesto.com/stranded.html
10. Child Sexual abuse

Though in Airport District we still enjoy the CARES facility, we still need to transport many victims of child sexual abuse to other cities for examinations. Though this would seem to be a county issue, this is another instance in which my position as a City Council member may be influential in unraveling the details that prevents Doctor’s Medical Center from serving as a facility. Time is of the essence in these cases.

11. Adult Sexual abuse (Rape).

Many of these cases go unreported – at least for a very long period of time. Sometimes I have clients that tell me, but there is nothing that I can do because of confidentiality issues. My suspicion is that if we had more education – i.e. that women knew what the process of reporting was really like, that we would see a dramatic decrease in rapes because more would of course be reported (as long as the DA was able to follow through – tremendous workload I know.)

12. Teen drinking

Education – I have also passed several of the “Social Host Ordinances”. Our two last remaining community service officers that head up neighborhood watches have indicated that they are going to be stepping up efforts with the every 15 min. program. But this is just another example of when if the mayor and City Council really wants to do something to polish their laurels in a constructive way, they could perhaps roll up their sleeves and start visiting local high schools to help teach the dangers of drunk driving just before grad night. 

http://www.cerescourier.com/print.asp?ArticleID=54154&SectionID=1&SubSectionID=2

13. Adult alcoholism

Recruitment of sponsorship is what is needed most right now from what I can tell and hear from several of the AA and NA groups around the city. So many people are attending now (a good thing – not necessarily an indicator of an increase in alcohol – you can find that elsewhere) – but what is lacking is a sufficient number of people to provide sponsorship roles. I do this for several people (those I refer to as clients) – and I have never been drunk one time in my life – another stigma and misinformative assumption society has. Empathy – it goes a long ways and can actually replace experience.

14. Diabetes

Education – so many people do not realize that they even have diabetes or that they may be at risk. Same with high blood pressure. With emphasis on health fairs and recognition of special events and programs we can make strides in reducing the incidents of diabetes in our community.

15. Cancers (primarily breast and cervical cancer for women – prostate cancer for men)

Once again – Education – These subjects are extremely difficult to promote because of the sensitive nature of the body parts and the emotional and physical discomfort of the exams. But they are oh so necessary to prevent premature death in both women and men respectively. These things need our attention – not just “oh yeah, that’s a good thing to do” – we need to reinforce our County Health Department to do the job that they are paid to do by the State and Federal Government and do our job in helping the County of Stanislaus promote through education, healthy families in all aspects that are important. It is in these things that we can most quickly end up number 1 on a positive list.

16. Drinking water for nursing mothers in un-incorporated pockets

When I first arrived in the Modesto Airport District, one of my very first accomplishments was to get drinking water (foster farms by the gallon – purified water) included in the WIC coupon vouchers. I would like to expand this to putting pressure on the rest of the Modesto City Council to consistently work in conjunction with the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors to provide drinking water as it is State and Federally mandated for our residents in the unincorporated areas of Modesto.

17. Trust of law enforcement by immigrants

The REALES program is a joke. I refuse to promote it. It needs to be redone and involve actual immigrants and not just talking puppets like El Concilio Directors and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce directors that leave their positions resulting in the program having no foundation. 

Crimestoppers is very effective. 

What is even more effective is the great service we have enjoyed in Stanislaus County by both the SO and MPD. Using ICE agents only when necessary has been very effective in building trust relationships between immigrants and local LE. If we are all lucky enough, Robert Jackson will win the next Sheriff Election, and at that time, I will be able to build a NEW REALES program between Jackson, Harden (or the Chief at that time), and immigrant collaborative groups and support not just Latinos, but all immigrants. 

18. Preservation of parks

What the mayor with the assistance of his lap dog city council members did to the MPOA is the same thing that he did to the Parks and Rec department and funding and for the same purpose. To receive more Federal Stimulus money for other things and then act like he saved the day. I will put tremendous pressure and recite history as need be very publicly to restore our parks to their previous condition and care.

19. Community acceptance of non-homeowners

Throughout the neighborhood watch groups and neighborhood association of the entire city there are two classes of membership. Homeowners and renters. We need to teach renters pride in their homes and bring them closer into the aforementioned groups. There is a great separation, especially lately with the difficulties involved in remaining a homeowner, between these two groups. I would work with code enforcement to derive ideas to promote renter pride. It would save us money and blight all the way around.

20. Stronger and less political neighborhood watch groups

Many neighborhood watch groups have become social garden parties. This undermines the purpose of neighborhood watch. We need to encourage ALL to participate. People need to feel welcome and feel that they can rely on their neighbors even if they are richer or poorer. We really need to emphasize this with the neighborhood watch groups and provide Neighborhood Night Out on a quarterly basis. If we would do this, we would see a great increase in neighborhoods participating in neighborhood watch and we would see the numbers within these groups grow.

Do you favor runoff elections in the future if no single district candidate receives 50% plus one vote   (a proposal currently under discussion).

This was answered for the most part at the last update of the City’s charter. The Mayor has said, that since this was answered (I can’t remember what the answer was) that a sub committee must now be formed. Ok. I am in favor of the one with the most votes wins.

10. Who will be your biggest supporters?

Working families, social workers and law enforcement.

11.   Who will give you your largest financial contributions?

Labor Unions

12.   What groups have endorsed your candidacy?

It is still early. I am seeking endorsements from Unions. 

I have several endorsements, but I do not know if I am even going to reveal them publicly. 

Though some still need to be clarified, I have several individuals in the community that have endorsed me – Guillermo Ochoa, Ceres City Council. Jeff Sinclair, former MPD officer and City of Modesto Code Enforcement officer, Doug Chadwick, philanthropist for medical care in Africa and long time pediatrician in Modesto.

I am primarily perusing labor unions, however, I still need to meet with the majority of them.

11. Should the MPOA endorse your effort, how would you use the endorsement?  

I would make it the forefront of my campaign and explore ways that I could compliment my campaign with some sort of public safety education (you know, a neighborhood watch and Crimestoppers pamphlet in every pot).

How would you respond to suggestions the endorsement undermines your independence because MPOA priorities may conflict with other city or council priorities.

Answer: “The primary reason I am running for Modesto City Council is to decrease the onslaught of gang violence and recruitment through suppression, intervention and prevention. If that conflicts with other city or council priorities, then I will be speaking for the greater good and say and do the right thing by supporting our first line of defense against gangs – the Modesto Police Department. In my book, there is no higher priority.”

It’s like I tell people now in parts of Airport District that tell me that my number one priority should be sidewalks, curbs and gutters. “What good are they, if they are covered with our children’s blood?”

13. What will be the main themes of your campaign and what is your strategy to win?

My primary reason for running for City Council is to fortify the Modesto Police Department and pressure the council and general public to realize that Gangs are destroying our community while we lay sleeping.

The main themes of my campaign are thus (this is taken directly off my latest walking piece and may become further refined:

Robert Stanford - Voice of the People

Vice Chair MPD Advisory Board

Community Activist & Advocate

Grew Up In District 4 From Age 12

Fought For Rent Control For Seniors

Fought To Curb Gang Violence & Drugs

Bridged Community & Law Enforcement

Stanford Will Fight For You

Stanford Is Your Voice & Your Vote

My strategy to win is still in the developing stages, but I have a committee of several veteran politicos. 

I am also very well known in the community. 

I consider myself to be more sincere and passionate than anyone I have ever met. I plan on meeting all of my voters and creating new voters. When they speak with me and see me face to face, I believe that most of them will know that I am what they need right now to represent them. They will see that unlike my opponents I am not selling them. I am teaching them and I represent them every week at the Modesto City Council and elsewhere now.

14.  How much do you plan to raise? Who, if any, is your campaign consultant?

I am planning to raise $20,000.00 – That seems like a lot to me, but not to others. I believe most of this money will be coming from labor unions.

I have several consultants currently, here are the top ones:

1. Mary Jackson, Turlock City Council Member

2. Guillermo Ochoa, Ceres City Council Member

3. Mike Burch, President of Central Valley Democratic Party

4. Gary Robbins, Regional Representative of State Democratic Party

5. Emerson Drake, my treasurer and manager.

13. Do you support instituting a new tier of retirement benefits for safety and non safety public employees in Modesto to address the issue of pension fund sustainability? Why?

I don’t know enough about this to answer, but I would certainly never do anything to detract from current pensions.

15. Would you support replacement of the defined benefit retirement system with a defined contribution system?

I don’t know enough about this issue at this time to answer, but I would not do anything that would detract from officer’s retirement.

15.  Would you support a sales tax increase dedicated to public safety costs in the city of Modesto and a sales tax increase dedicated to road improvements in the city of Modesto?  If not, would you support one of the tax measures?  Which one?

I intend to fight to implement a half cent sales tax on the next available ballot to be for public safety – like what Ceres did a couple of years ago. Chief DeWerk said that it works better as the monies accrue over time. I would also fight to not allow a sundown clause.

16.  Is there anything in your background that would embarrass the MPOA should it endorse you? (Bankruptcies, arrests, restraining orders etc)

During my last run, I only got to two or three things when the Modesto Bee asked me. Nothing came up, because everything bad was so long ago and I am quite obviously a very different person all together today. So much so, that my outreach is often met with suspicion because many in the community believe that I am actually a police officer “under cover” a “narc”.

Jorge Perez, who works for the Modesto City Schools and promotes and educates many wonderful programs to families was an ex gangster. He is not an embarrassment to you. I was never a gangster, but I would not be an embarrassment to you.

Chief Roy Wasden was the best man at my wedding. I stood behind Raul DeLeon all the way. I still fight for Myron Larson so that he is paid his due tribute and respect before it is too late. I can go on for a hundred pages. Why do you think the local NAACP hates me so much?

I was arrested when I was 14 years old in Billings Montana. But I did it on purpose and told the police that I was 18 and spent 10 days in jail. On purpose mind you. I set the whole thing up, because I wanted to know what it was like. I had a good time.

I was brutalized by police in several states – Arkansas, Texas, Nevada, New York, California. Sometimes at protests, sometimes for no reason. Once after I did a radio show in Texas. That time it almost killed me. I had both my knee caps fractured in San Francisco for spray painting on the I Magnum building on Market Street when I was 13 years old. 

I had an organization called Local Black in Dallas/Fortworth Texas. It was funded by a Southern Baptist Church in Grand Prarie (on the outskirts of Dallas). I was stopped multiple times for suspicion of soliciting for the purchase of drugs because I was constantly walking with and associating with blacks. But I never broke the law, though I was literally stopped over 100 times. I was even told by the Texas Rangers to close down my organization because it was “just wrong” – they actually bought me pancakes at an IHOP. Cute. 

I insisted that a girl (Katrina Proctor) get into a car with a drunk driver. She was dead about 15 minutes after that. I never told her parents, who I considered even before she died to by my foster parents, and they did the same likewise. When the girl’s father died in 2008, I decided I should tell the girl’s sister. She in turn told her Mother and they disowned me. They have taken some pretty aggressive action toward me because they now believe that I “murdered” their sibling. Maybe I should have just kept it a secret.

After the girl died, I came close to committing suicide, because I felt that it was all my fault. Instead of killing myself, I got strung out on psychedelic drugs. This was in the late 80s. I was arrested one time for forgery and fraud – it was reduced to a misdemeanor (or two) and then I got a drug diversion later (which I didn’t have to tell you, but you know, I mentioned it once on a blog….bzzzz). As far as the forgery and fraud the case got special treatment because the crime was obviously done for no reason other than a pressure situation from an ex-con that I had been hanging out with. After the drug diversion – that was all it took and I was clean as a whistle ever since. 20 years last march, actually. But I wasn’t really addicted to anything (though I still smoke - cigarettes.)

Let’s see….what else? Oh yeah – Around the time I was 16 or 17 – I was on an Indian Reservation doing a Civil Rights Intervention (on my own accord). An Indian from the reservation, by the name of Dennis Banks, had recently shot two US Marshalls for encroaching on soverign land. I went into the reservation with some Indians that I had been interviewing in Sioux Falls SD. I was going in to try and get pictures of non-tribal police. I did not find any and spent several weeks on the reservation due to the harsh weather of the area (I actually had to eat a dog!). When I left the reservation and came back into Minihaha County, I was arrested on trumped up charges. My probation was terminated early after a brief incarceration and I hitch-hiked back to California.

I think that’s about it.

Of course, there is that little problem I have with Adam Christianson. But he started it. I still love the deputies and have more  work history with the SO then he could ever think of having. 

Besides, Rob Jackson and I are good friends and worked on a couple of things in Waterford when he was Chief over there. So I am just biding my time on that one. 

Foremost, I am a Civil Rights activist. I have been a member of the NAACP since I was five years old. My Grandparents were members, and on my mother’s side, my grandmother was in a WWII concentration camp. I only have myself and my daughter left now as for true blood of my family line. My Grandparents raised me to fight for equality and American values. You know, freedom. 

For most of my adult life I have actively fought for the oppressed. It has come to a point, thanks to Roy Wasden and many others with the MPD and SO, that I have come to see the truth that many do not see.

There are bad people out there. They need to be incarcerated. I am not one of them.

16. How much of your own resources are you prepared to contribute to your campaign?

I ran once before. I have been working on this entire process for literally years and have spent not only everything I had, but also several inheritances on my various projects in the Modesto Airport District and throughout the rest of the County. I am going to be putting everything I can into this. I believe that Modesto’s very future is dependent upon me winning this seat, because Gangs are killing us. I have solutions and it starts with the Modesto Police Department. I will not allow them to be apathetic.

I am absolutely your very best choice of anyone in the community to have on the Modesto City Council. Think about it. I was the only one – THE ONLY ONE that attended and supported the family of Eppie, the 10 year old boy that was caught in the cross fire of gang violence in the La Loma neighborhood recently. 

Because I intend to do something about it. And that’s where you come in.

Endorse me. The City of Modesto’s very future depends on it.

Thank you very much for your consideration, please let me know as soon as possible. I will certainly lose much sleep over it. 

Robert Stanford

Modesto City Council District 4 Candidate

PO Box 576684

Modesto, CA 95357

(209) 496-2363

http://www.stanford4modesto.com
robert@stanford4modesto.com
On Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/stanford4modesto

