City’ off Moedesto
Citizens, Advisery: Committee on
Recyeling

City: Ceuncil Prepesal:
Alternatives ter Blue Bag Recycling



Current Practice

Blue plastic bags (“Big Blue™) deposited
Inte; black residential garage cans

s What goees! Iniit?
Tin;, steel; allminumicans
Plastic anal glass; hotties and jars

Green cans

= Now accept newspapers, other clean paper,
cardboard and food waste

= Greatly reduced quantity of recycling



The Preblem with Big Blue

POeK type: off recycling) container

x Difficult for gaiiage contractors to separate: firom
other garhage

a A teur eff garhage facilities) ndicates:

Only.a small percentage of biue bags retrheved firem ganage
neaps

Off these: retrieved, at least 70-80% were either filled with
contaminants, or contaminated through| the: pickup Process

x Because ofi thelrr avainanility as grecery ags,
many. peeple use biue bags for trash rather
than recycling



The Preblem with Big Blue

Poerenvirenmental message

s |t makes no sense...Erom the mouth of a
seven year old just learming abeut recycling
firom a scheoll presentation; abeut the: City’s
[ecycling program...

“Hew: conie We: have: te) puit: ouf recyclanles;inia
plastic vag When We're supposed! to step
Using them?”



Say. “No™ to Plastic Bags

ABI 2449 efifective July: 1, 2007

Reguires most grocers and phamrmacies to previde bins for the
collection and recycling of plastic vags: brought back: oy
custemers

Califernia’ Plastic Bag Eacts) Existing| Prior te Adeption of
ABF 2449

600! hags generated every: secend
19 billien’ plastici carry/out hags Used each year
Only: 5% of plastic bagsiwere being recycled

Plastic bags  accotinted for 73,000 tons off landfill maternalieach
year:

Eneugh hags were thrown away’ each year to enciicle the gloke
250 times oOVer

Cutting plastic hag waste in half: would save 2,000 barrels of oil
a day



Recycling Selutiens Propesal Geals

1. Cost-efifectiveness and ease of
Implementation

2. Overalll effectiveness as recycling eption

5. Minimal environmentaliimpact;
envirenmentally: firenaly.

4. Encouragesi community: participation and
education

5. Ease of use by citizens

6. Provides cleai message ofi protecting the
ealth



Development ofi our Recyeling
Selutiens; Propoesal

Because: ofi likely high costs;, we will net e
considering either a biue: can alternative; or the
POSSIPIIL 6ff IMmpreVing Sorting systems' at
transfer stations. Both, NeWEVEY, are Seen| as
effiective recycling options.



Oulr; Propesal

1. Coentinue te promete consernvation and
e Use off the green can to recycle
REWSPAPEN, caldhoard, etc.



Oulr; Propesal

s 2. As a community, support fiee levied on all
containers: expamnsion of the; CA Bottle Bill
(see letter).



Oulr; Propesal

3. Discontinue Biue bag pregran at groceny
stores) (Change to White: or Paper: 1vags).



Our Proposal

4. Rotate recycling stations on monthly
basis (as Is done with toxic waste). This
could also fill need for apartment/condo
dwellers who have no recycling option.



Our Proposal

5. For community members who prefer
use of blue bags, offer compostable bags
which could be purchased from the city or
grocery stores



Oulr; Propesal

6. Encourage community groups, e.q., high
Scheol recycling cluls, churches, Boy.
Scouts, Girl Scouts, etc., torhbecome
mere Invelved Inl recycling| efforts

3 IlNese groups can boeth continue andl expanad
el oW recyclingl programs;, and alse

provide: recycling education and eutreach te
ether community groups



SUmmary.

he blue vag program: has; failed i all
\Way/s:

s Cltizen cempliance

5 E2Se O management by garbage contraciors
s environmental seundness

x Uselulness and convenience for all community.
MEMIBENS

= OVerly expensive for What we get firon It

s [elps little to' meet our state-mandated
reduction of garbage goals
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