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BLACK    YELLOWCYAN MAGENTA
PLAYOFFS: Video is crucial, especially in playoffs

BEE NEWS SERVICES

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Ricky Will-
iams is 32 and far from done. And
even without Ronnie Brown, the Mi-
ami Dolphins are back in the playoff
picture.

Williams rushed for 119 yards and
scored three touchdowns, and the
Dolphins beat the Carolina Panthers
24-17 on Thursday night for their
fourth win in six games. Written off
after an 0-3 start, the Dolphins (5-5)
are back in the playoff hunt.

Williams, the 2002 NFL rushing
champion, had a receiving and rush-
ing touchdown in the same game for
the first time in his career.

“Coach always talks about finish-
ing,” Williams said. “Sometimes in
this league, in a physical game, it’s
difficult to finish. I think in the past
we’ve prided ourselves on finishing
games and we did a good job to-
night.”

It was enough to beat the Panthers
(4-6) when Jake Delhomme’s despera-
tion pass into the end zone was
knocked down as time expired.

DeAngelo Williams rushed for 122
yards, but Delhomme had his streak
of three games without an intercep-
tion snapped, then couldn’t lead a
late comeback bid.

Dolphins coach Tony Sparano hint-
ed his team might abandon the wild-
cat without Brown, who was placed

on injured reserve because of a foot
injury. And Miami didn’t use the for-
mation until the second quarter. It
coincided with the Dolphins’ first TD
drive — Chad Henne’s 14-yard pass
to Williams, who wrestled the ball
away from linebacker Na’il Diggs.

Miami took a 14-3 halftime lead
when Williams took the direct snap
at the 1 and got to the end zone ahead
of speedy linebacker Jon Beason.

Williams also caught two passes
for 19 yards and a touchdown.

BEE NEWS SERVICES

SANTA CLARA — Now
that he has taken over the un-
official role as the San Fran-
cisco 49ers’ No. 1 wide receiv-
er, rookie Michael Crabtree
is searching for missing ele-
ments in his game.

The team’s first-round draft
pick has had a rather smooth
and productive transition
into San Francisco’s starting
lineup since joining the 49ers
in early October. But after
his first month of NFL action,
Crabtree says there’s one
thing that has been lacking in
his repertoire.

“YAC,” Crabtree said
Thursday. “That’s what I was
really big on in college, and
in football period. I just want
to get that YAC.”

Crabtree is looking for
more yards after the catch
(YAC) to jump-start a San
Francisco offense that ranks
27th in the NFL. The 49ers
(4-5) figure to need a big effort
from their passing game Sun-
day when they visit Green
Bay (5-4) in a match-up of
NFC teams fighting to re-
main in playoff contention.

With veteran Isaac Bruce’s
recent demotion from the
starting lineup in favor of
Josh Morgan, Crabtree has as-
sumed the role as San Fran-
cisco’s top wideout. He has
been the 49ers’ most-targeted
wide receiver in each of the
four games he has played.

Since making his first start
Oct. 25, Crabtree has dis-
played the ability to consis-
tently get open and make the
tough catch. But he hasn’t
been able to break many big
plays. His longest gain is 27
yards and he’s averaging 11.9
yards per reception. He
hasn’t yet scored a touch-
down.

“I’m learning every game,
I’m learning every day,”
Crabtree said. “But I’ve only
played four games. I’m more
comfortable now, but we
have a long way to go, and I’m
just focused on getting better
every day and getting the job
done in the situation coach
puts me in.”

The 49ers are putting their
game in the hands of two re-
ceivers who have a combined
total of 14 NFL starts. Like
Crabtree, second-year player
Morgan has impressed coach-
es enough to put the 37-year-
old Bruce on the bench.

With tight end Vernon
Davis in the midst of a break-
out season, the 49ers feel they
have several top targets
emerging for quarterback
Alex Smith, who became the
starter three weeks ago.

“Mike Crabtree, as he gains
more confidence and he gets
better in the route running, I
would think he would get
more balls coming his way,”
49ers coach Mike Singletary
said. “But at the same time, I
would think that Josh would
expect more balls. And Ver-
non would expect more balls.

“Whether Mike is the go-to
guy, whatever that is, I think
the most important thing is
that we are in sync as an of-
fense.”

Crabtree is likely to see
more passes coming his way
as the 49ers hit the stretch
run and fight to make the
playoffs for the first time
since 2002.

“All I’m focusing on is do-
ing my job,” said Crabtree.
“If my number’s called, I
make that play.”

what you are most likely going to see
offensively and defensively.”

If you’re thinking it’s inconvenient
to sit through a grainy, black-and-
white film shot with an unsteady hand,
you haven’t seen films lately.

Filming has gone high-tech with mul-
tiple cameras shooting in color from
different angles, with clarity to rival
any college game on TV.

“With DVDs and the cameras most
programs have, film quality is the best
it has ever been,” said Long, noting
that coaches also reach out to one an-
other. “Coaches will call other coaches
in order to get any information they
can.”

Section rules mandate film exchang-
es, with each school required to pro-
vide two of its complete game films
from the regular season. They must
provide a film for each game played in
the playoffs, too.

The popularity of high school foot-
ball, and access to affordable film
equipment, has led to more options,
too.

Rich Hernandez runs DezGabePro-
ductions.com, a Turlock company film-
ing two or three games a week. Origi-

nally focusing on Turlock’s public
high schools, DezGabe has expanded
and is now filming from Los Banos to
Manteca.

“We have $4,000-5,000 invested and
next year we’re going to add two to
four videographers,” said Hernandez,
who began the business five years ago.
“My son, Gabe, was playing ball at Pit-
man, so I would go out and film their
games.

“We decided to shoot multiple games
each week this season because we
could see demand for film was grow-
ing.”

Most inquiries are from parents,
with high school coaches and college
recruiters making purchases, as well.
Hernandez posts a free highlight clip
of each game on his site, and charges
for the full video.

“We have scouts and coaches order-
ing because our quality is clear and
there is no extra movement, no shak-
ing,” he said. “We use Sony Hi-Defini-
tion Handicams. Big cameras are hard-
er to take to games and can’t be maneu-
vered.”

Hernandez was filming Los Banos’
48-47 win over Buhach Colony on Fri-
day, and picked up everything from

the deceptive handoffs in Buhach’s fly
offense to the defensive coverage that
LB quarterback Erik Martin beat with
his 80-yard TD pass to Max Ornelas.

That was at Atwater High, which has
a great reputation among videogra-
phers. Good lighting, a perch to film
from and electrical outlets are priori-
ties for filming football.

The stadiums at Johansen, Downey
and Oakdale also get high marks from
Hernandez. He shot Modesto’s 50-23
win over Beyer in Week 8, catching the
record-setting tandem of James In-
gram and Arquel Rogers running for
259 yards.

That was on Thursday. The next
night he was in Oakdale to film its
memorable game with Sierra — Sierra
rallied in the fourth quarter to win.

“We try to make the games that we
think will be the most entertaining,”
he said. “Sometimes you get lucky and
get a great game. When that happens,
you become a fan, too.”

DezGabeProductions is working on a
highlight video that should be on its Web
site next week. It is also asking folks to
send in videos, pictures and a few notes
on military veterans, in hopes of putting
together a military video.

CONTINUED FROM C-1

• Jarrod Daniels, Sierra — One of a dozen
Division 3 playmakers, he rushed for 1,192 yards and
24 TDs in single-back scheme. Always good for a
few extra yards because he falls forward — if defend-
ers get a hand on him.

• Antonio Bumpers, Inderkum — Transfer
from state power Grant has 1,682 yards and 27 TDs.
Went for 327 a few weeks ago and 258 in 21-7 win
in Week 10. Gets 10 yards per carry.

• Charlie Gilstrap, Oakdale — Attention sel-
dom goes to a defender, but he’s the heart of a de-
fense that struggled in Week 8 and 9 against quick
RBs. Gilstrap can set a tone early with a few big hits.
That’s crucial, as Oakdale must control the clock.

• Devontae Butler, Grant — He’s the reason
Bumpers moved to Inderkum: 2,144 yards, 34 TDs
on one of state’s top teams. At least 216 yards each

of last six games.
• Joshua Harper, St. Mary’s — Son of former
49er Willie Harper is off to Cal next year, but not
before he tries to send the Rams to a State Bowl for
the second year in a row. Modest stats for such a
star (32 catches, 20-yard average, 2 TDs), but aver-
ages 20 yards on punt returns with six more TDs.
• Markus Sanders, Pitman — How can Sand-
ers run for 1,629 yards and stay under the radar? It’s
because his team has been up and down. This is his
chance to show off. If he can get 20-22 carries,
Pitman would win opener.
• Dano Graves, Folsom — Could break section
passing record that Downey’s Jason Lee set last
week (3,972 yards). He’s got 2,899 yards and 40
TDs — and could play four more games. Threw for
466 in Week 10.

— Richard T. Estrada

� DIVISION 1

• No. 13 Pitman (6-4) at No. 4 Monterey Trail
(8-2) — Which Pride team shows up? The one that lost
42-12 to Atwater in Week 7, or the one that routed Merced
49-7 on Friday? If FB Markus Sanders can duplicate last
week’s 250-yard effort, Pride has a shot. Monterey Trail
plays in one of the section’s best leagues, so Pitman needs
to raise its game to stay in this one. Trail will stack vs. the
run, so QB Hayden Baldwin needs to throw downfield.

� DIVISION 2

• No. 10 Atwater (7-3) at No. 7 Stagg (8-2) —
Atwater has the best opportunity to pull an upset in this
division. Falcons have won four of their last five, and have
threats on offense in QB Nathan Sanchez (1,963 yards
offense, 23 TDs) and defense in Brian Sevilla (14 sacks).
Stagg’s best when the game is at a fast pace with the field
spread, so it can exploit speed and athletes. Look for this one
to be a shootout.

� DIVISION 3

• No. 11 Patterson (6-4) at No. 6 Benicia (8-2)
(5-5) — Tigers were first team in Stanislaus District to
clinch a berth, so they’ve known this was coming. Benicia
QB Andrew McNeece (2,441 yards, 30 TDs) has 13 INTs, so
ball-hawking Tigers have opportunities to score off their “D.”
If Patterson can spring Wyatt Young (37 catches, 18-yard
average, 9 TDs) downfield early, it could open the middle of
the field for QB Cody Weinzheimer (1,899 yards offense, 26
TDs) to run.

• No. 9 Casa Roble (6-4) at No. 8 Manteca (7-3)
— Could be the best opener in any division, with defending
section champ Casa visiting perennial power. Host Buffs
explosive with RB Marquis Miller (1,345 yards, 19 TDs) and
QB Matt Burrows is 28 of 44 for 487 yards, three TDs and
2 INTs since taking over for injured starter in Week 8. Casa
can put up points behind QB Justin Tann (1,626 yards, 11
TDs) and RB Anthony Santiago (1,106, 21), but Rams give
up 22 a game.

• No. 12 Natomas (6-4) at No. 5 Oakdale (9-1)
— It’s not often there is interest in a 12 vs. 5, but this has
added importance after Oakdale was stunned at The Corral a
year ago in playoff opener. Ball-control RBs Devin Brooks,
Tim House and Blake Raham combined for 2,999 yards and
42 TDs in the Mustangs’ wing-T. Natomas will try to go up
top to Tommie Crosby, D.J. Muses and Jake Crosbie
(combined for 97 catches, 1,303 yards, 10 TDs).

— Richard T. Estrada

LARGE-SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

RICHARD T. ESTRADA/THE BEE

DIVISION 1 
Champion What to look for 
Nevada Union (9-1) Lost 41-36 to D2 power Rocklin, no one else came with 18 of NU; QB has 1,660 yards. 17 TDs, 1 Int
Runner-up 
Monterey Trail (8-2) Tied for title with Folsom, Pleasant Grove – beat Folsom; RB Drake Tofi (1,200 yards, 14 TDs) is tough
Semifinalists 
Tracy (10-0) RB Depray Celestine is one of division’s best breakaway backs; Five runners have at least 430 yards
Vacaville (9-1) Nice combo in RB Jimmy Hines (1,326 yards, 15 TDs) & QB Tyler Irwin (831, 14); Scores 51 a game
Quarterfinalists 
Modesto (7-3) Tracy waits in 2nd round; Best hope is to control clock with RBs James Ingram and Arquel Rogers
Lincoln (8-2) Losses to 10-0 Tracy and 10-0 St. Mary’s, but lopsided games and beat one team with winning record
Oak Ridge (7-3) Opened with losses to Rocklin, Grant, Folsom (29-1), before winning last seven; Can’t beat NU, though
Pleasant Grove (7-3) Not much star power, but great draw with Elk Grove in opener; Vaca will outscore them in quarters
Early exits 
Enochs (4-6) Juniors get taste of playoff football at Tracy; Eagles didn’t see this sort of speed playing in the MMC
Los Banos (7-3) Giving up 47 in Week 10 creates some questions; QB Erik Martin needs big game for Tigers to go on
Burbank (6-4) One of section’s best in dynamic Terrance Mitchell (972 yards rushing, 15 TDs; 37 catches, 6 TDs)
Pitman (6-4) FB Markus Sanders (1,629 yards, 14 TDs) has to a beast tonight for the Pride to upet Monterey Trail
Napa (5-5) Third-place team from a weak league; Indians give up 32 a game, first-round foe NU scores 44 a game
Sheldon (7-3) On the road vs. Granite Bay, makes it difficult to predict an upset; Sheldon will struggle to score
Franklin-EG (6-4) Karmah Yates (14 sacks) bright spot of porous defense; Wildcats were routed in three of four losses
Grace Davis (6-4) Erratic Spartans get a final chance to show their potential; Talent should keep Spartans close to Vaca

DIVISION 2 
Champion 
St. Mary’s (10-0) Two of the best in section: QB Marcus McDade (2,043 yards, 25 TDs), WR Joshua Harper (Cal signee)
Runner-up 
Grant (10-0) Won the State Open Bowl last year, could do it again with RB Devontae Butler (2,144 yards, 34 TDs)
Semifinalists 
Granite Bay (8-2) Very fine team, but not enough “O” to beat St. Mary’s; Lacks star power of the other semifinalists
Rocklin (10-0) Offense (2,000 yard passer, 1,600-yard runner) 2nd only to St. Mary’s; Thunder could outscore Grant
Quarterfinalists 
Del Oro (8-2) Stud RB Bryce Pratt (1,719 yards, 30 TDs), but dropped last two – including losing to 4-6 Woodcreek
Folsom (9-1) Dano Graves (2,899 yards, 40 TDs) could break section yardage record Downey’s Jason Lee just set
Fairfield (8-2) Tra’mayne Bondurant is ultimate weapon: 2,334 yards passing, 30 TDs and 882 yards rushing, 12 TDs
Atwater (7-3) QB Nathan Sanchez, “D” should get them through opener, but No. 2 Rocklin waiting in the semifinal
Early exits 
Buhach Colony (6-4) Will benefit from St. Mary’s slick turf; BC will have three 1,000-yard juniors if Jarrell Davis runs for 23
Christian Bros. (7-3) Earned way in with Week 10 win, but Del Oro plays on a different level so it’s short stay for Falcons 
Tokay (6-4) Opens with Grant and its potent defense, which has seven shutouts and allows just four points a game
Rosemont (6-4) Wolverines will struggle to stop Fairfield and its dynamic QB; Finished third behind Grant, Burbank
Sacramento (6-4) One-dimensional running team will struggle against Granite Bay, particularly since Dragons must travel
Woodcreek (4-6) RB James Nunley (1,457 yards, 12 TDs) keyed upset of Del Oro, which earned sub-.500 team a berth
Stagg (8-2) One win over a team with winning record; Gives up 22 points a game, not good news in this division
Elk Grove (4-6) One of two 4-6 teams in this division, and they’ll both be done in one after Rocklin takes out the Herd

DIVISION 3 
Champion 
Del Campo (9-1) One-man gang Ryan Dimino (1,462 passing, 1,772 passing, 29 TDs) and “D” gives up 10 points a game
Runner-up 
Inderkum (10-0) Grant transfer Antonio Bumpers (1,682 yards, 27 TDs) has single-handedly produced a perfect record
Semifinalists 
Oakdale (9-1) Mustangs historically struggle against speed, and Inderkum waits in semifinals; Need to control clock
Sierra (9-1) Jarrod Daniels as good as any RB in D3, but Del Campo plays in larger league and has the better “D”
Quarterfinalists 
Manteca (7-3) If Inderkum is upset, it will be by Buffs in quarters; RB Marquis Miller, WR Reggie Bell need big games
Vanden (9-1) Week 10 loss to 5-5 team raises doubts; Ben Scott (1,682 yards, 24 TDs) keys big-play pass attack 
Patterson (6-4) Has offense for first-round upset, but QB Cody Weinzheimer needs to play his best game of the year
Bella Vista (7-3) Was 7-1 before losing last two, but so did first-round foe; Del Campo crushes either team in quarters
Early exits 
Rodriguez (5-5) Beat Vanden 28-21, so Mustangs have potential; Inderkum, though, too much too handle in first round
Casa Roble (6-4) Basic prep team: Good QB, 1,000-yard rusher, not lacks the playmakers to win opener at Manteca
Natomas (6-4) Hawks love to run the ball, which plays into the hands of Oakdale “D”; Road trip doesn’t help, either
Yuba City (6-4) Not much to see here, on either side of the ball, and lost two of final four; First-road fodder for Vanden
Mira Loma (6-4) Lost 23-0 to 4-6 team in Week 10; QB Alez Gomes (1,591 yards, 16 TDs) is good, but he’s not enough
Benicia (8-2) QB Andrew McNeece (2,441 yards, 30 TDs) might be best in D3, but “D” gives up 26 points a game
Rio Linda (8-2) Brings two-game losing streak into playoffs, but so does first-round foe BV; Both fodder for Del Campo
Pioneer (6-4) One of six 6-4 teams in D3; It all rides on RB Chris Thoma (1559 yards, 15 TDs) – too little vs. DC

5 players to watch when big schools play

Don’t miss these
teams in playoffs

Credit huge line for all of
Modesto’s broken records

Don’t write off Williams or Miami yet49ers:
It’s up to
Crabtree

SPORTS

THE BEE

Markus Sanders of Pitman High is a key part of the
Pride offense as it opens playoffs tonight.

BY RICHARD T. ESTRADA
restrada@modbee.com

It’s been a record-setting sea-
son for Modesto High, and that
doesn’t take into account to-
night’s opportunity to win its
first section playoff game.

The potent backfield of tail-
back James Ingram and full-
back Arquel Rogers have com-
bined for 2,360 yards and 20
TDs going into tonight’s first-
round game at Los Banos.

Ingram set school records for
yards in a game (253), season
(1,336) and career (1,828). He
would have set the record with
six 100-yard games, too, but
Rogers broke that earlier when
he did it seven times.

Rogers is tied for the career
record of nine 100-yard games
and sits No. 3 on the career
rushing list with 1,526 yards —
and has another year to go.

Those yards have come be-
hind a line anchored by tackles
Anthony Amaya (6-6, 340) and

Alejandro Cabrera (6-4, 235),
who line up alongside guards
Sammy Pallota (6-0, 250) and
Alex Martinez (5-10, 260) and
center Miguel Yanez (5-11, 250).
That works out to an average of
6-1, 267 pounds.

“They are the foundation of
our team. They love playing,
working hard and never com-
plain,” said coach Rod Long,
noting Israel Medellin fills in
at guard. “Most have been at ev-
ery workout since their fresh-
man year and they are great
students in the classroom. Irae
Hosea at fullback fits right in
with this group.”

The 5-10, 280-pound Hosea oc-
casionally adds more power on
run plays.

Modesto also set records for
points in a season (370) and a
game (65), a record that was 88
years old (set in 1921, tied in
1925).

“This is something for our of-
fensive linemen to be very
proud of,” Long said.
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