
A plan to spread cannery waste-water sludge on farmland around Oakdale drew acidic letters from 
people near each proposed area.

OAKDALE

WHAT’S THAT SMELL?

“The pungent smell (near 
ConAgra’s sewer pond) is to 
the point of being nauseating. 
Now ConAgra is requesting 
to spread this sickening, 
repulsive smell throughout 
the Oakdale community.”
– Mary Ann Henriques

“I don’t want Oakdale to 
become ‘Stinkdale’”
– Nancy Adian

“It does not appear that the 
pond mud itself has been 
tested for toxicity, pathogens 
or chemicals”
– Richard Sinclair

“How could anyone in their 
right mind ever consider 
dumping waste tomatoes 
this close to private 
homes?”
–  Elaine Matthews

“Students enjoy eating 
lunch outside at picnic 
tables. I would like to 
prevent them from any 
unnecessary exposure to 
flies or foul odors.”
– Heidi Jorgenson,
principal, Foster-Moore 
Christian School

“The right to farm does not 
mean the right to pollute” 
– Dan and Janet Medina

“If this sludge is such an 
advantageous component, 
why does ConAgra have to 
pay people to take it?” 
– Marcella Goad

“When the pond was last dredged, a 
cocktail of anaerobic odor residue lasted 
for months on dry surfaces and only got 
worse when surfaces were hydrated”
– Mike and Delci Schonhoff

“Our wells may become contaminated. … 
I have put a lot of money in my place and 
I will demand my legal rights.”
– Bobby Goad

Source: Stanislaus 
County Department 
of Environmental 
Resources
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