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Woman’s family
recalls 25 years
of pain, worry
BY ROSALIO AHUMADA
rahumada@modbee.com

Elizabeth Catherine Kropp suffered from
mental illness for more than 20 years and
endured a painful adult life until it ended
suddenly Tuesday afternoon when she
walked onto a Modesto elementary school
campus carrying a meat cleaver and was
shot by police.
Despite numerous mental breakdowns,
her parents said they kept hoping their
daughter’s condition would improve with
treatment andmedication.
They said they didn’t
think her life would end in
such a shocking manner
that would frighten chil-
dren and risk the lives of
school officials and police
officers.
“We just feel so sad
about the whole thing,”
said Judy Kropp as she
and her husband spoke about their daugh-
ter’s tragic life Wednesday in the living
room of their Oakdale home.
Kropp, 43, of Modesto, was found on the
school campus cutting her head and upper
body with the large knife in front of chil-
dren and school officials.
Two police officers arrived at the scene.
Kropp charged at the officers and they were
forced to shoot her, police said. She was tak-
en by ambulance to a hospital, where she
was pronounced dead.
The Kropps said their daughter was diag-
nosedwith paranoid schizophrenia andwas
hospitalized about 70 times for her mental
illness.
Before her strugglewithmental illness be-

SEE BACK PAGE, SHOOTING
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BY MICHELLE HATFIELD
mhatfield@modbee.com

Parents and students sought
a sense of normalcy at Cathe-
rine Everett Elementary
School on Wednesday, where
class resumed a day after po-
lice fatally shot a mentally ill
woman who was stabbing her-
self on campus.
The day was anything but
normal. In the morning, a
streamof police officers and ad-
ministrators in suits filed on
campus to field questions and
help students cope with Tues-
day’s trauma.
More parents than usual ac-
companied their children to
school, walking through the
drizzle. Some praised the
school’s quick response in lock-
ing down the campus immedi-
ately after Elizabeth Catherine Kropp,
43, was spotted on campus with a meat
cleaver.
“The administration and teachers did
an exceptional job,” saidmomKari Swan-
son. After taking son Jonathan home
Tuesday, Swanson said she talked with
him about the event and told him not to

believe everything his classmates were
saying.
Fifty-five of the school’s 490 students
missed school Tuesday; on a typical day,
five are absent. Those who showed up
were glad to be back and restart their rou-
tines. Getting ready for the holidays

SEE BACK PAGE, SCHOOL

I N S I D E T O D A Y :
OFF THE BOARD

One of Turlock Unified School District’s
new trustees has resigned, just days into
her first term. Lori

Crivelli, elected last month,
cited conflicts of interest
between the district and the
businesses she and her
husband operate in her
decision to give up her seat.
“Our school district is facing
many very difficult decisions
in the months and years
ahead,” she said. “It is important that as
trustees we make those decisions free from any
actual or even perceived conflicts of interest.”
She promised to remain involved in the district
as a resident and a parent. District officials said
they understand Crivelli’s decision. Now the
board has to decide how to replace Crivelli —
by special election or appointment.

For more on the story, see Page B-1.

ATHLETE OF DECADE
Tiger Woods is selected as
the Athlete of the Decade in
a vote that was more about
10 years of performance
than nearly three weeks of
racy headlines. Page C-1

COMING TO A BOIL?
After two years of quietly
bubbling on the city’s back
burner, it’s likely a decision
on raising water rates will
come before the Modesto
City Council in 2010.
Page B-1

DEBT MANIFESTO
Thirty-four economic
experts come together to
call for strong steps to
address the national debt.
Without changes, they say,
the economy will be left in
ruins. Opinions, Page A-11

BOOKSTORE BLUES
The final chapter has been
written for the lone
bookstore on the streets of
Laredo. The Texas city,
population 230,000, soon
could be the largest in the
nation without a bookseller.
Page A-7

DOG INSPIRES VETS
Faith, a
dog
born
without
front
legs,
was
rescued
by a
teen

who is now an Army
sergeant. The dog, who
learned to walk on her back
legs, tours Army bases and
inspires those who have lost
limbs. Page B-3

PRESSURED TO WED
As Africa experiences one of
the greatest population
explosions on record,
millions of girls are forced
into leaving school and
marrying early. Page A-6

COMING FRIDAY
Stanislaus County law
enforcement agencies and
the state Office of Traffic
Safety are about to kick off
a holiday crackdown on
driving under the influence.
Take a look at new state
stats and find out where
some checkpoints will be.

Today’s
Scoop

WEATHER
Some fog,
some sun

58 / 41
Complete
forecast,
Page B8

Kropp

To see videos taken the day after the shooting, a photo
gallery, a letter the principal sent to parents and more,

click on the links with this story at www.modbee.com.

� Tragic situation handled appropriately. Opinions, Page A-10

NEIGHBOR
OF SCHOOL
Elizabeth Catherine Kropp, 43,
rented a room a few blocks
from Catherine Everett
Elementary School, where she
was shot to death Tuesday by
police after she walked on
campus carrying a meat
cleaver and hurting herself.
Kropp reportedly had a history
of mental illness.

DARRYL BUSH/dbush@modbee.com

Sandra Walbert walks with grandchildren Jaden,
Ciena and Landon Easterday as they drop off Jaden
for second grade at Everett Elementary in Modesto.

Crivelli

House approves bill
for retaining jobs and
public works projects
BY ROB HOTAKAINEN
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The federal
government soon could come to
the aid of California, New York
and other cash-strapped states
that face the need to raise taxes
or cut spending again next year
to balance their books.
The House of Representatives
took the first step late Wednes-
day, passing a $75 billion jobs
bill that would help states pay
for infrastructure projects and
prevent more public employees
from being laid off.
Some are calling it “stimulus
II,” and a sequel would be good

news for the 35 states that face
budget gaps totaling $31.5 billion
by the middle of next year.
California is projecting the
largest shortfall, at $6.3 billion,
followed by Illi-
nois and New
York, according
to the Center on
Budget and Poli-
cy Priorities, a
research center
in Washington.
Earlier this
year, the White
House disap-
pointed Califor-
nia officials when it said it had
no interest in backing the state’s
emergency loans as a short-term
measure.
Now, however, the White
House is signaling it wants to
send more money to the states.

Without offering any specifics,
President Barack Obama men-
tioned the idea last week in an
economic speech, and state offi-
cials are eager to hear what the
White House has in mind.
On Capitol Hill, Democratic
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of
San Francisco is urging Con-
gress to finalize a bill quickly, be-
fore state legislatures begin
their work in 2010.
“It is very important. ... It
would prevent the firing of
schoolteachers, police officers,
firefighters and health care
workers who are meeting the
needs of the American people,”
Pelosi said.
Many Republicans scoff at the
notion of another stimulus, call-
ing the members of the majority
party spendthrifts.

SEE BACK PAGE, AID

Developers ringing up success
WORK & MONEY B-4

On Wednesday
morning, Keith

Sharp drops off
daughter, Emily,

11, a fifth-
grader at
Catherine

Everett
Elementary

School in
Modesto. The

school reopened
a day after a

woman with a
cleaver came on

campus and
eventually was
shot and killed

by police. Sharp
said Emily was
shaken by the

incident and
didn’t want to

return to school
Wednesday.

DARRYL BUSH/
dbush@modbee.com

Kids back; some seek counseling

State budget help in pipeline

More
about

jobs bill.
Page A-3

Stimulus
funds used

to drill wells.

Page B-3

School rules create controversy
BUZZZ E-1
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