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BLACK    YELLOWCYAN MAGENTA

outside shoulder and the
safety running on his inside.
The ball arrived just as
Roya approached the back of
the end zone, and sailed
through a quickly closing
window — a moment before
defenders arrived from both
sides.

It might have been the
prettiest pass in any of the
bowl games at Carson, given
its importance and the tight
coverage. It displayed the
ability and confidence of
Burse, a four-year starter
who evolved into an
all-around quarterback his
senior season.

The play also sealed
Burse’s selection as The
Bee’s Stanislaus District
Player of the Year. Sierra
running back Jarrod
Daniels, Downey receiver
Javon Kelly and Central
Catholic quarterback Dylan
Swartz were the other
finalists.

Burse, among the most
feared players in the district
before the season began,
enhanced his reputation
each time he took the field.
He passed for 1,771 yards
and was the district’s top
rusher with 1,826 yards. He
had a hand in 57
touchdowns — and he also
made 90 tackles, had seven
sacks, intercepted five
passes and had a 35-yard
average on punts.

He saved his best for last,
though, tearing up the
competition in the playoffs.

Burse ran for 917 yards
and 12 touchdowns,
averaging 10 yards per
carry, and passed for 681
yards and 10 scores in five
postseason games. He
completed 58 percent of his
playoff passes, averaging 22
yards a completion and a
score every three throws.

“The big change from last
year, I think, is the
confidence I have out
there,” Burse said following
the win over Parker. “If I
see Kevin or Ray (Nelson), I
know just where they’re
going to end up and I’ll put
the ball there. I might have
hesitated on some passes a
year ago, but I’m seeing the
play develop this season and
I’m letting the ball go.”

He is being heavily
recruited by Nevada and
Fresno State, among others,
and both can see Burse
playing receiver and
occasionally taking snaps
from center in a Wildcat
formation. That’s essentially
what he did at MC, taking
all his snaps from the

shotgun and then deciding
whether to hand off, pass or
run.

It was a memorable season
for Burse, who suffered a
late-season injury as a
junior and was ineffective in
a first-round rout at the
hands of Hilmar. Nothing
slowed him this year, as he
led the Crusaders to a
staggering 49 points a game
— they scored at least 40 in
every playoff game and
averaged 52 in the
postseason.

Burse rushed for 100 or
more yards in nine games,
including at least 135 yards
in each playoff game, and
passed for at least 100 yards
in nine games. As a rusher,
his best effort was 23 carries
for 259 yards and two scores
to beat Central Catholic
40-21 in the Sac-Joaquin
Section Division 4 semifinal.
His top passing performance
was 7 of 9 for 196 yards and
two scores in a 61-40 win
over Placer for the section
crown.

Making it more impressive
is that Burse never took a
break. If the game was in
doubt, Burse was on the
field — passing, running,
returning kicks or attacking
foes from his outside
linebacker position. He had
eight tackles in the state
final and Parker
quarterback Deon Randall
cited Burse’s presence as
the reason he elected to use
the backup play on
fourth-and-goal at the MC 2
in the final minutes of the
game.

Randall was confident he
could get away from any of
the Crusaders, expect for the
dynamic Burse. That’s why
Randall checked out of a QB
draw — which would have
sent him into the arms of
Burse — and threw an
ill-fated pass that lost
yardage.

“The (Trans-Valley
League) has never seen a
player like Burse,” said
Escalon’s Mark Loureiro,
the district’s winningest
coach this decade. “He could
be the MVP, the offensive
player of the year and the
defensive player of the year.
He’s that good.”
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Most Valuable Player: QB Isaiah Burse, Modesto Christian, 6-foot, 180
pounds, senior

Offensive Player: RB Jarrod Daniels, Sierra, 5-11, 190, senior
Defensive Player: DL Raymond Nelson, Modesto Christian, 6-5, 215, junior

FIRST TEAM OFFENSE
Ps Name School Ht Wt Yr

QB Dylan Swartz Central Catholic 6-3 220 Sr.
RB Dan Link Sonora 6-1 195 Sr.
RB Markus Sanders Pitman 6-0 220 Sr.
FB Tim House Oakdale 6-2 220 Sr.
WR Javon Kelly Downey 6-2 175 Sr.
WR Corey Keller Downey 6-2 180 Sr.
OL Timmy Barnard Oakdale 6-2 240 Sr.
OL Nate Gray Sonora 6-1 250 Sr.
OL Alejandro Cabrera Modesto 6-4 235 Sr.
OL Shane Nelson Los Banos 5-9 235 Sr.
OL Matthew Galas Central Catholic 6-1 270 Sr.
K Anthony Hall Sierra 5-7 160 Sr.

FIRST TEAM DEFENSE

DL Irae Hosea Modesto 5-10 280 Sr.
DL Marques Barron Merced 6-2 245 Sr.
DL Brian Sevilla Atwater 6-1 215 Sr.
DL Richie Lopez Manteca 6-2 231 Sr.
LB Charlie Gilstrap Oakdale 5-10 215 Sr.
LB Nick Largent Escalon 6-1 230 Sr.
LB Adrian Laurel Patterson 5-11 220 Jr.
LB Julio Iglesias Los Banos 5-8 175 Sr.
DB Nathan Sanchez Atwater 6-1 185 Sr.
DB Dylan Marques Los Banos 5-9 160 Sr.
DB Billy Flamion Central Catholic 6-1 180 Jr.
UTI Kevin Roya Modesto Christian 5-9 194 Sr.
UTI James Ingram Modesto 5-10 175 Sr.
UTI Zach Roberson Summerville 6-3 190 Jr.

SECOND TEAM OFFENSE

QB Jason Lee Downey 5-11 165 Sr.
RB Marquis Miller Manteca 5-9 194 Sr.
RB Corey Chapman Buhach Colony 5-8 155 Jr.
RB Devin Brooks Oakdale 5-10 190 Sr.
WR Dylan Day Summerville 5-9 160 Sr.
WR Max Ornelas Los Banos 6-0 175 Sr.
OL Travis Cardoza Escalon 6-2 225 Sr.
OL Evan Schwartz Modesto Christian 5-11 205 Sr.
OL Gary Womack Merced 6-2 285 Jr.
OL Chris Hogue Atwater 5-11 220 Sr.
OL Monty Monlux Oakdale 5-11 185 Sr.
K Jason Diniz Escalon 5-11 180 Sr.

SECOND TEAM DEFENSE

DL Xavier Ybarra Oakdale 5-11 245 Sr.
DL Beau Bachtelle Summerville 6-4 235 Sr.
DL Cody Wichmann Mariposa 6-5 275 Sr.
DL Tyler Lee Central Catholic 6-2 270 Sr.
LB T.J. Sataua Sierra 5-11 210 Sr.
LB Bob Perez Le Grand 5-10 220 Jr.
LB Angel Molina Atwater 5-9 180 Sr.
LB Gary Gellerman Calaveras 6-2 216 Sr.
DB Nate Madsen Oakdale 6-3 200 Sr.
DB Lance Castaneda Davis 6-3 200 Sr.
DB Jaquari People Merced 5-8 170 Jr.
UTI Vince Lopez Central Valley 5-7 170 Sr.
UTI Monti Wilson Calaveras 5-11 165 Jr.
Uti Isaac Diaz Hilmar 5-5 137 Jr.

HONORABLE MENTION
QB: Erik Martin, Los Banos; Cody Weinzheimer, Patterson. RB: Steven

Silva, Escalon; Arquel Rogers, Modesto; Dallon Muse, Buhach Colony; Dylan
Souza, Denair; Cody Christopher, Mariposa. WR: Wyatt Young, Patterson;
Jack Killian, Central Catholic; Greg Matthews, Central Valley; Andre Barry,
Modesto. OL: Than Alvares, Pitman; Kris Mora, Modesto Christian; Alex
Trujillo, Sierra; Jeff Collins, Manteca. K: Sebastian Hernandez, Central Catho-
lic; Daniel Mouro, Hilmar. DL: Marco Diochea, Los Banos; Jose Moreno,
Riverbank; Dan West, Sonora; Jacob Priester, Patterson. LB: Matt Nunes, Los
Banos; Brandon Shaw, Escalon; Adam DeCosta, Manteca; Darien Edwards,
Central Catholic. DB: Daniel Molieri, Sonora; Daniel Gazdic, Oakdale; Aaron
Brown, Modesto Christian; Nick Casey, Hilmar. UTI: Kevin Kramer, Turlock;
Josiah Neeley, Ripon Christian

BART AH YOU/bahyou@modbee.com

Isaiah Burse, right, helped bring down Escalon’s Jason Diniz.

Burse had
a hand in
57 TDs but
also made
90 tackles
for the un-
beaten
Crusaders.

� Offensive Player of Year

RB JARROD DANIELS, Sierra
The VOL’s MVP and one of the best open-field runners
the district has seen this decade, Daniels had school
records of 1,833 yards rushing and 33 TDs. Has the two
most prolific single-game rushing performances in
school history — 278 yards in Week 6, then 296 yards
in a 40-39, second-round playoff victory over Benicia.
Also caught 13 passes for 183 yards and a TD while
leading the T-wolves to their first-ever league champion-
ship.

� Defensive Player of Year

DT RAYMOND NELSON, Modesto Christian
Though he projects out as a college Division 1 tight end,
the 6-5, 215-pound Nelson made quite a defensive
tackle for the state champion Crusaders, as well. His
long arms created thick obstacles for quarterbacks try-
ing to throw, and he was able to latch on to runners. He
had a hand in 64 tackles, while collecting eight sacks.
Mobility was his greatest asset, as it allowed him to
disrupt the backfield. Also caught 32 passes for 687
yards and 11 TDs.

� First Team Offense

QB DYLAN SWARTZ, Central Catholic
Led Raiders to the section Division 4 semifinals, passing
for 2,516 yards and 33 TDs — while tossing just three
interceptions in 267 attempts. Completed 58 percent of his
passes and had season-high 329 yards in season-ending
loss to Modesto Christian.

*RB TIM HOUSE, Oakdale
An all-district linebacker as a junior, House is a powerful
fullback who turns the wing-T into a big-play offense. Re-
peat all-district pick ran for 1,461 yards and 27 TDs, includ-
ing four scores in an upset of Vanden in the Division 3
quarterfinals.

RB DAN LINK, Sonora
The ’Cats’ bruising runner rushed for a school record 1,746
yards and scored 18 TDs, including a career-high 32 car-
ries for 203 yards and four TDs in a 36-20 upset of No. 1
Lincoln in the Division 4 quarterfinals. He averaged 7.3
yards a carry.

RB MARKUS SANDERS, Pitman
Part of a powerful group of all-district runners, the
225-pounder piled up 1,629 yards and scored 14 TDs on
just 114 carries — 14.3 yards a carry. He had games of
254 and 256 yards, and had four TDs in an upset of
Merced that sent Pitman to the playoffs.

WR JAVON KELLY, Downey
Set regular-season record with 105 catches, going for
1,565 yards and 20 TDs — no receiver in the district has
ever had a season this successful. Had never put on pads
before, but had a quick burst that allowed him to pull away
from defensive backs.

WR COREY KELLER, Downey
If not for Kelly, Keller would have enjoyed the best season
for a district receiver. Wasn’t too far behind his teammate,
with 103 catches for 1,471 yards 8 TDs — in nine games.
Caught 21 balls for 265 yards in Week 10, one of six
games with 10-plus catches.

OL TIM BARNARD, Oakdale
He had size (6-2, 235 pounds) and mobility, making him a
strong blocker whether he was opening holes for a trio of
backs — House, Devin Brooks and Blake Raham — or
protecting QB Robert Stout. The first-year starter was the
VOL’s top offensive linemen.

OL ALEJANDRO CABRERA, Modesto
Provided the muscle for the Panthers’ record-setting two
1,000-yard rushers, James Ingram and Arquel Rogers. The
6-4, 235-pounder was the MMC’s top offensive linemen,
and was a big reason that the Panthers averaged 6.6 yards
a carry and ran for 36 TDs.

OL MATTHEW GALAS, Central Catholic
The Stanislaus District’s most dominant center, the
270-pound Galas used his size and strength to power op-
posing linemen down the field. The brother of former all-dis-
trict lineman Dominic Galas, his season ended with a leg
injury in Week 12.

OL NATE GRAY, Sonora
One of the VOL’s top linemen since he joined the varsity as
a sophomore, the 230-pounder moved out of his custom-
ary center position to strengthen the line. Sonora rushed for
299 yards a game, averaging 6.8 yards a carry, and Gray
was often out front.

OL SHANE NELSON, Los Banos
The only all-district offensive linemen under 6-1, the 5-9,
235-pound Nelson was the best of a talented group of CCC
blockers. His ability to manhandle opposing linemen took
on greater importance as injuries decimated the Tigers at
the skill positions.

K ANTHONY HALL, Sierra
Had the greatest game by a district kicker, booting field
goals of 40, 45 and 50 yards to upset then-No. 1 Oakdale
44-42. His 40-yarder came with 1:25 to play and won the
game. Caught 52 passes for 715 yards and nine TDs, and
four interceptions.

� First Team Defense

DL MARQUES BARRON, Merced
Another in a long line of impressive defensive linemen from
Merced, the 6-2, 245-pounder had 62 solo tackles — with
19 assisted — and nine sacks. Posted high games of 14
and 12 tackles, and the hard-hitting tackle also forced three
fumbles.

DL IRAE HOSEA, Modesto
Wasn’t a more feared linemen in the MMC, as he used his
weight (280 pounds) and surprising quickness to shoot
gaps and disrupt offenses. He was agile enough to play
fullback, as well, but Hosea was at his best when chasing
QBs and drilling runners.

DL RICHIE LOPEZ, Manteca
Was able to close holes quickly with his 6-2, 231-pound
frame, but also was agile enough to get away from block-
ers and hunt down running backs. Averaged four tackles a
game, in a defensive scheme where linemen sacrifice their
stats, as well as five sacks.

DL BRIAN SEVILLA, Atwater
One of the keys to the Falcons’ surprising season, capped by a trip to the
section D2 quarterfinals. A dual threat, he had 67 sacks and a remarkable
14 sacks — and ran for 450 yards and seven TDs, averaging 6.4 yards a
carry. Had a 12-tackle game.

LB JULIO IGLESIAS, Los Banos
The CCC’s most talented linebacker, Iglesias led a defense that posted
back-to-back shutouts of Pitman and Atwater — both playoff teams.
Averaged 12.2 tackles, including 18 in a win over Buhach Colony, another
playoff team. Also had three sacks, four picks.

LB CHARLIE GILSTRAP, Oakdale
Brought a reputation into the season as a hard-hitting inside
linebacker, and did nothing to dispel that notion. Packed
215 pounds into his 5-10 frame, and his forte was meeting
runners with a “crunch” just as they came across the line
of scrimmage.

LB NICK LARGENT, Escalon
Neck-and-neck with Gilstrap as the district’s top linebacker,
Largent led a defense that didn’t allow a point in its five
regular-season home games. Had 110 tackles, and had
three interceptions and two fumble recoveries. Caught 13
balls for 229 yards as TE.

LB ADRIAN LAUREL, Patterson
One of four juniors, the 5-11, 220-pounder developed into
the WAC’s top linebacker. Led Tigers into the Division 3
playoffs, where they fell in overtime on the road to Benicia.
Laurel will be one of several key underclassmen returning
next fall for Patterson.

DB BILLY FLAMION, Central Catholic
One of four juniors, he finished with 81 tackles, four inter-
ceptions and three fumble recoveries. A hard-hitting safety
who was also among the region’s best in pass coverage,
Flamion also caught 34 balls for 588 yards and scored 11
TDs.

DB DYLAN MARQUES, Los Banos
One of two Tigers defenders on the first team, finished with 49 solo tack-
les and five interceptions while leading LB to its first CCC championship
— and its last. The Tigers join the WAC next fall. Used his quickness to
block two punts, as well.

DB NATHAN SANCHEZ, Atwater
One of numerous QBs who performed double duty in the
secondary, he had 65 tackles, two sacks and five intercep-
tions — including two picks in a playoff loss to Rocklin, the
state Division 2 runner-up. He also had 2,259 offensive
yards and a hand in 24 TDs.

UTILITY

RB/DB JAMES INGRAM, Modesto
One of the district’s top runners with 1,484 yards and 16
TDs, including games of 246 and 253 yards in the last two
weeks of the regular season to clinch the MMC title. Aver-
aged 28 carries a game during the last five weeks and had
an interception.

RB/DB KEVIN ROYA, Modesto Christian
Slowed early in the season by a broken hand, Roya was a
terror in the postseason with 807 yards offense and 14
TDs. Had 148 yards rushing and caught two TDs in state
championship game. Scored 25 TDs — 10 were for at
least 40 yards — and was in on 46 tackles.

QB/DB ZACH ROBERSON, Summerville
The last of the juniors, he passed for 2,893 yards and 37
TDs to lead Summerville to arguably the most impressive
season in school history. Had three games with at least five
TD passes, averaged 39 yards on his punts and also
played nickel coverage.

*-returning all-district selection

Bee’s All-District Football team

MEYER: After chest pain,
he re-evaluated priorities

SPORTS

ton’s Kevin Sumlin, Utah’s
Kyle Whittingham, Boise
State’s Chris Peterson, TCU’s
Gary Patterson, Oklahoma’s
Bob Stoops and Stanford’s
Jim Harbaugh.

Meyer avowed he would
never coach as long as Flori-
da State’s Bobby Bowden or
Penn State’s Joe Paterno. He
planned to go before anyone
asked him to. But it’s unlike-
ly he expected to quit so soon.

Meyer consulted with his
family, doctors, school presi-
dent Bernie Machen and Fo-
ley before deciding it was in
his best interest to focus on
his health. He has scheduled
a news conference in New Or-
leans today.

“Coach Meyer and I have
talked this through and I real-
ize how hard this was for him

to reach this decision,” Foley
said. “But the bottom line is
that Coach Meyer needed to
make a choice that is in the
best interest of his well-being
and his family. I certainly ap-
preciate what he has meant
to the University of Florida ...
and the Gator Nation.”

Reports surfaced that Mey-
er was suffering from a
stroke or a defective heart
muscle, but a person close to
Meyer said they were false.

“He just had a wake-up
call,” the person said. “He got
scared and realized he can’t
do it anymore. His tank is
empty.”

Meyer is married with
three children — the oldest re-
cently started college at Geor-
gia Tech — and has said re-
peatedly he planned to leave
coaching to spend more time
with his family.
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BURSE: He turned it up
a notch for the playoffs
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