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CHARGESEXPECTED
Nearlysevenmonthsafter
MichaelJackson’sdeath,
theofficialinvestigationis
edgingtowardconclusion
withprosecutorsprepared
toseekanindictmentof
Jackson’sdoctorona
chargeofinvoluntary
manslaughter. PageA-4

BILLBOARDBUSTED
Outerwearcompany
Weatherproofbuiltanad
campaignaroundaphotoof
PresidentBarackObama
wearingoneoftheirjackets
attheGreatWallofChina
—withouthispermission.
Nowitmusttakedownthe
billboard. PageB-4

38-YEARSENTENCE
Amanwhorobbeda
ModestoRedLobsterwith
hisgirlfriendduringa
dinnertimerushayearago
hasbeensentencedto
38yearsinprison. PageB-1

OLDERTHANTHOUGHT
Newresearchaddstoa
growingbodyofevidence
thattheSierraNevadarange
isfarolderthanonce
thought.Theworkmayshed
newlightontheevolutionof
theplantsandanimalsin
theWest. PageB-7

COMINGSUNDAY
• Census2010isexpected
tobeamongthemost
challenginginStanislaus
County’shistorybecause
thehousingcrisishas
causedsomuchupheaval.
Ifresidentsdon’treceiveor
returntheforms,thelocal
financialimplicationsare
immenseforthenext
decade. InLocalNews

• Lotsofparentswouldlike
tohavemoretosaytotheir
sports-playingkidsthan
“Havefun”or“Waytogo.”
Aretiredmajor-leaguer
offerssomesuggestionsto
helpparentsgaincredibility
sotheirkidsmightlistento
them. InLifeStyles

Today’s
Scoop

C O M I N G S U N D A Y :

HONORING
SACRIFICE

Fiveyearsagotoday,an
AWOLMarinearmed
withahigh-powered

assaultriflemurderedCeres
policeSgt.Howard
Stevensonanddelivered
career-endinginjuriesto
officerSamRyno.
Thatshooting—thefirst
toclaimthelifeofan
on-dutypoliceofficerin
Cereshistory—changed
lifeinthecity.Itprompted
acrackdownongangs
becauseofshooterAndres
Raya’sallegedaffiliation
withtheNorteñosanditled
theCeresPoliceDepartment
toadoptnewstrategies
whenconfrontedby
increasinglylethalthreats.
Italsocontributedto
voterspassingasalestax
increasetobolstertheir
publicsafetydepartments.
Stevenson’smemorylives
oninariversidememorial
namedafterhim.Inhis
homeandatthePolice
Department,friendsand
familythinkabouthim
daily.
Stevenson’swidow,Kathy,
andhischildrenspokewith
TheBeethisweektohonor
hismemoryanddescribe
theirliveswithouthim.We
sharetheirstoriesin
Sunday’sBee.

BY THE NUMBERS

Gov. Schwarzenegger on 
Friday proposed a plan to 
plug a $20 billion state 
budget deficit through June 
30, 2011. His plan, which 
will need legislative 
approval, includes $8.5 
billion in spending cuts. 
Here are some highlights: 

HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES
■ $950 million in 

cuts to in-home supportive 
services for the disabled
■ $130 million reduction in 
payments through 
CalWORKS, the state’s 
primary welfare-to-work 
program

PRISONS
■ $811 million 
reduction in health 

care for inmates 
■ $360 million in savings by 
shifting nonviolent offenders 

out of prisons and into 
county jails, and by 
reducing the juvenile prison 
population and closing the 
facilities that house them

EDUCATION
■ Proposes to 
hold spending at 

$48 billion for K-12, 
community colleges and the 
four-year university 
systems.

STATE                
EMPLOYEES

■ Instead of three-day-a-
month furloughs, the 
governor proposes               
5 percent pay cuts for all 
state workers and a                 
5 percent increase in their 
pension contributions. The 
pay cuts could go to          
10 percent if the state does 
not receive the additional 
federal money it is seeking.

EXCISE TAX                 
The budget 
proposes to 

eliminate the sales tax on fuel 
(about 16 cents per gallon) 
and increase the excise tax on 
gasoline by 10.8 cents. The 
administration said this 
approach would maintain 
funding for transportation 
programs while reducing net 
taxes paid by consumers.

OFFSHORE 
DRILLING 
Proposes to fund 

state parks by allowing more 
oil drilling off the Santa 
Barbara coast.

CATCHING                  
SPEEDERS
Would install 

radar-equipped cameras on 
state-operated freeways to 
catch speeders, generating 
about $300 million a year in 
tickets.

10-YEAR BUDGET TREND
State general fund revenues and 
spending in billions of dollars:

Sources: Governor’s Office, state Dept. of Finance
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BY JUDY LIN
TheAssociatedPress

SACRAMENTO—Gov.Schwarzeneggerhas
warnedCalifornians

thattheyfacemore
economicpainintheyear
ahead,andFridayhe
deliveredonthatpromiseby
proposinganausterebudget
thattakesthestatebackto
itsspendinglevelofsix
yearsago.
Tomakeupforadrastic
dropintaxrevenueandplug
a$20billiondeficit,
Schwarzeneggerproposed
makingcutstohealthand
humanservices,welfare,
prisons,transportationand
environmentalprograms.
Heseekstoraisemoneyby
rollingbackrecentcorporate
taxbreaks,expandingoil
drillingofftheSanta
Barbaracoasttoprovide
$140millionforstateparks
anddemandingmoremoney
fromthefederalgovernment.
TheRepublicangovernor
vowedtoprotectspending
forpublicschoolsand
collegesaftercuttingtheir
fundingbybillionsofdollars
inrecentyears,actionsthat
havesparkedstudent
proteststhroughoutthe
state.Unlikelastyear,
Schwarzeneggersaidhe
wouldnotagreetoanytax
increases.
Thecontinuedausterity
measuresareafalloutfrom
thenationalrecession,
whichhaspummeled
California’seconomyand
boostedthestate’s
unemploymentrateto
12.3percent,thirdhighestin
thenation.Theresulting
fiscalcrisishasforced
Californiatoshave
$60billionfromstate
governmentspendingover
thepasttwoyears.
Schwarzeneggersaidthe
stateisbeginningtoemerge
fromthedownturnbutthat
itwouldbethreetofour
yearsbeforetaxrevenue
recovers.“Toughtimesstill
lieahead,”hesaid.
Schwarzenegger’sbudget
proposalforthefiscalyear

SEE BACKPAGE,BUDGET

ABUDGETFOR
‘TOUGHTIMES’

Butjustwhatdoesittake?
OPINIONSA-7

MERCEDWINSINOT
MercedHigh
outlastsTur-
lockfora
CentralCali-
forniaConfer-
enceover-
timewinina
battleoftheStani-
slausDistrict’stoptwolarge-
schoolteams. PageC-1

Governor’s
proposalcuts
spendingback
to’04-05levels

City,countyofficialsremainworried
Localeducatorsnotas
pessimisticbutwonder
howthey’llgetfunds
BY LESLIE ALBRECHT
lalbrecht@modbee.com

AND MICHELLE HATFIELD
mhatfield@modbee.com

Educatorswerecautiouslyopti-
misticaboutGov.Schwarzeneg-
ger’sproposed$82.9millionstate
budget,whilegovernmentleaders
bracedforpotentiallydevastating
cuts.
Schoolswelcomedthegover-
nor’spledgetoprotecttheirfund-
ing,butquestionedhowhewould
accomplishit.
Cityandcountyofficialssaid
theywerebracingforanother
toughyear—onethatcouldgo
frombadtoworseifthegovernor
doesn’twinthefederaldollarshe
needstoplugCalifornia’sproject-
ed$20billionbudgetdeficit.

CountyleadersspentFridaypor-
ingoverthe200-pluspagespend-
ingplan,saidPattyHillThomas,
StanislausCounty’sassistantexec-
utiveofficer.
“Itlooksatfirstglancethat
manyofthesebudgetproposals
wouldsignificantlyimpactourlo-
calsafetynetprograms,healthpro-
gramsandmentalhealthpro-
grams,”HillThomassaid.“Those
allmeansomethingtothepeople
inthiscommunitywhohaveno
placetoturn.”
Mostconcerningwerethedeep
cutsthegovernorsaidhe’dcallfor
ifthefederalgovernmentdoesn’t
provide$6.9billioninfundinghe
requested,HillThomassaid.
Ifthefederaldollarsdon’tcome
through,thestatecouldslash
spendingformentalhealthserv-
ices,reducehealthinsurance
programsforpoorfamiliesand
eliminateCalWORKS,thestate’s
welfare-to-workprogram,Hill
Thomassaid.

SEE BACKPAGE,REACTIONS

Sgt.HowardStevenson

Evenmodestforecastsfall
shortofpredictingfigures
BY DON LEE
AND PETER NICHOLAS
TribuneWashingtonBureau

WASHINGTON—Theeconomy
endedtheworstyearofemployment
lossessincetheGreatDepression
withanunexpectedlylargedropof
85,000jobsinDecember,dimming
hopesofaquickupswinginhiring
andintensifyingWashington’sparti-
sanfightoverhowtocreatemoreop-
portunitiesforworkers.
Thenationalunemploymentrate
forthemonthwasunchangedfrom
Novemberat10percent,thegovern-
mentsaidFriday,butthatwasonly
becausedrovesofpeople,including
manydiscouragedaboutthepros-
pectsoffindingwork,droppedoutof
thelaborforceandwerenolonger
countedasunemployed.
“Theincreasednumberofdiscour-
agedworkersismaskingthetrueex-
tentofjoblessness,”saidAnneKim,
economicprogramdirectoratThird
Way,aliberalpolicythinktankin
Washington.
IntheNorthernSanJoaquinVal-
ley,theunemploymentnumbersare
evenworse—17.5percentinNovem-
berinStanislausCounty,18.3per-

SEE BACKPAGE,JOBLESS

Number
ofjobless
bringswoe

Sparkingkids’interestinscience
WEEKENDF-1
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