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BLACK    YELLOWCYAN MAGENTA
Lucky
Numbers

nearlyoneofsixhomemortgages
was90daysormoredelinquent,
accordingtoFirstAmericanCore-
Logic.
Thosedelinquentmortgages
meanthousandsofadditional
Stanislausfamiliesmayfacefore-
closurethisyear.
Stanislaushashad17,911homes
repossessedbylenderssinceSep-
tember2006,ForeclosureRadarsta-
tisticsshow.
Newhomesalesinthevalley
havesuffered.
TheCaliforniaBuildingIndus-
tryAssociation’slatestsalesstatis-
ticsshowStanislausbuilderssold
exactlyonenewhomeduringthe
entiremonthofNovember.
Comparethatwiththebuying
frenzybackin2004and2005,when
hopefulbuyerswouldcampout
fordaysinfrontofnewModesto
subdivisionsjustforthechanceto
buy.

BeestaffwriterJ.N.Sbranticanbe
reachedatjnsbranti@modbee.comor
578-2196.
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Tuolumne

San Joaquin

Merced

Stanislaus
$157,500

$140,000

$120,500
$115,000

$167,864
$168,500 

$213,000 
$195,000

Median sales price for all homes sold in December 2009 and 2008, 
including houses and condos.
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Dec. 2008

Dec. 2008 Dec. 2009
Percent
change

Dec. 2009

Bay Area $330,000 $380,000  15.20%
Southern California $278,000 $289,000  4.00%
California $249,000 $264,000  6.00%
Source: MDA DataQuick 
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Percent change: -11.10%

Percent change: -4.60%

Percent change: 0.40%

Percent change: -8.50%

2008 VS. 2009, BY COUNTY 
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WACKY,DECADENT
EUROPEANFASHION
It’sFashionWeekinGermanyand
France,wherethetopEuropean
designersareshowingofftheir
collectionsfornextwinter.Check
outthe“EuroFashion”galleryon
ourhomepageorfinditat
www.modbee.com/photos.

THEHEARTBREAK
OFHAITI,ONVIDEO
SeveralofourMcClatchyCo.
colleaguesfromTheMiamiHerald
areinHaiti,coveringtheaftermath
oftheearthquake.Youcanread
theirdispatchesinthesepagesand
atmodbee.com.Besuretocheck
outtheirvideoreports,whichareat
at www.modbee.com/video.

MOSTPOPULAR
Themost-viewedstoriesThursday
onmodbee.com:
1.Boxing:Pacquiao,Clotteyall

smiles...now
2.Newmancopstrytosaveman

likelydrownedinfloodedcreek
3.Turlockpolicesaygirlmadeup

kidnappingstory
4.Modesto,Turlock,valleyget

poundedbywind,rain,hail
5.MoodtenseasModestoCity

Schoolcutsvotedelayed

SUNDAY
INTHEBEE

PARADE
ActressJenniferGarnertalksabout
theneedtofindabalanceto
successfullyraiseherdaughters
andcontinuetobecommittedto
hercareer,andbringsupthe
subjectofromanceinhermarriage.

LIFESTYLES
Thefederalgovernmentrunsa
little-knowngenealogyservicefor
peoplewantingtolearnmoreabout
theirfamilyhistory.Therecords
includenaturalizationfiles,visa
applicationsandcitizenshiptests,
andmayrevealfamilysecretsand
mysteries.

WORK&MONEY
Millionsof401(k)accountshave
madeuplostgroundoverthelast
10months.Helpedbyamarket
surgeandcontinuedcontributions,
thequestionnowishowtokeep
frombackslidingwhenmarket
momentumslowsorreverses.

� SuperLotto Plus
EstimatedjackpotforSaturday,Jan.23:

$12 million

Wednesday’swinningnumbers:
711153145 Mega: 3

Wednesday’sresults:
5numbersplusMega:0won$11million
5numbers,noMega:3won$18,759
4numbersplusMega:24won$1,172
4numbers,noMega:540won$86
3numbersplusMega:838won$50
3numbers,noMega:21,814won$9
2numbersplusMega:11,487won$9
1numberplusMega:52,377won$2
Megaonly:75,860won$1

Jan.16 2629334244 22

Jan.13 1014233439 25

Jan.9 713293640 22

� Fantasy 5
Thursday’swinningnumbers:

619283839

� Daily 4
Thursday’swinningnumbers:

7 8 8 7

� Daily 3
Thursday’swinningnumbers:

Middaydraw 245
Eveningdraw 906

� Daily Derby
Thursday’swinningnumbers:

513 Time: 1:48.54

Californiagames:www.calottery.com.

� Mega Millions
EstimatedjackpotforFriday,Jan.22

$105 million

Tuesday’swinningnumbers:
45343841 Mega: 18

MegaMillions:www.megamillions.com.

lyofeffortsbycandidatestheysup-
portoroppose.Itleavesintactlimits
ondirectcorporatecontributionsto
candidates.
Watchdoggroupsfearthedecision
willdramaticallyincreasespecial-
interestinfluenceinfederalcam-
paignsacrossthecountry,starting
withthisyear’smidtermelections.
“Incompetitiveraces,wewillbe
seeingmassivecorporateandlabor
unioncontributions,”warnedBob
Stern,presidentoftheCenterforGov-
ernmentalStudiesandanarchitectof
Californiacampaignfinancerules.

Disclosurerulesremain
Butsupportersoftherulingsaid
corporationsandunionshavelong
foundwaysaroundfederalelection
laws,suchascontributingto“527”
tax-exemptgroupsthatescapedregu-
lationinthepast.Theysaidthedeci-
sionwouldmakeclearerwhoiscon-
tributingbecausedisclosurerulesre-
maininplace.
“Themoreconvolutedthecam-
paignfinancesystembecomes,the
moremoneythatgoesintopolitics
throughvehiclesotherthancam-
paignsandpoliticalparties,”said
RonNehring,chairmanoftheCalifor-
niaRepublicanParty.
Californiacouldhavefourtosix
congressionalcompetitivecontests
thisfallthatdrawheavyoutsidefi-
nancing,accordingtoAllanHoffen-
blum,publisheroftheCaliforniaTar-
getBook,whichhandicapselections.
ButthebiggestCaliforniaimpactlike-
lywouldbeintheU.S.Senatecontest.
“ItcertainlychangestheBoxer
race,”Sternsaid.“Itmeanscorpora-
tions,withoutsettingupa(political
actioncommittee),canspendas
muchastheywantopposingBoxer.”

LanceOlson,aDemocraticcam-
paignfinanceattorney,thoughtBox-
ercouldbenefitmore.
AfterRepublicansscoredanupset
wininMassachusetts’Senaterace
Tuesday,Olsonsaid,“IassumeDemo-
cratsaregoingtobepayingmoreat-
tention(here).Partofthatprocess
willbeunionsgettinginvolveddirect-
lyintheracethrough,ofcourse,inde-
pendentexpenditures.”

Thecourtdecisionbodespoorlyfor
citiesinCaliforniathatlimithow
muchcompaniesandunionscontrib-
utetoindependentcommitteesinlo-
calraces.Thursday’sdecisionwas
silentonfund-raisinglimitsforin -
dependentcommittees—asopposed
toanindividualunionorcorporation
—butaseparatecaseonthatissue
ismakingitswaytotheSupreme
Court.

‘Hillary’movieprompteddecision
CharlesBell,aRepublicancam-
paignfinanceattorneyrepresenting
achallengetolimitsinLongBeach,
believesthecourtwilloverturnthose
restrictionsaswell.“It’satrend,”he
said.
TherulingThursdayinCitizens
Unitedv.FederalElectionCommis-
sionwaspromptedbyaconservative
documentarytitled“Hillary:The
Movie.”InJanuary2008,thenonprof-
itCitizensUnitedreleasedthefilm
andsoughttodistributeitenmasse
throughon-demandcabletelevision
butfounddoingsowouldviolateFed-
eralElectionCommissionrules.
NehringpraisedThursday’sruling
becausehesaidFECrestrictionshad
a“chillingeffectonfreespeech.”The
SupremeCourtpreviouslyupheldre-
strictionsonindependentcorporate
campaignspending,mostnotablyin
a1990decision,Austinv.Michigan
ChamberofCommerce.
“Itwasjustamatterofhaving
enoughretirementsbeforethecase
couldbeoverturned,”saidThomas
Joo,aUniversityofCaliforniaat
Davislawprofessorandexpertoncor-
porations.
“Peoplesayit’sgoingtohelpRepub-
licansbecausecorporationslikeRe-
publicansandtosomeextent,that’s
true,”Joosaid.“Butit’sreallygoing
tohelpcorporations.Whetheryou’re

aDemocratoraRepublican,ifyou
missoutonthismoney,you’regoing
tobeatagreatdisadvantage.”
ThelastdecadeofCaliforniastate
electionsprovidesaglimpseintoa
worldwithunlimitedindependentex-
penditures.
In2000,votersapprovedProposi-
tion34inCalifornia,imposingnew
campaignfinancelimitsoncandi-
dates.Inresponse,donorsshiftedcon-
tributionstoindependentcommit-
tees.
From2001to2008,donorsspent
$100milliononCaliforniaindepen-
dentexpenditures,accordingthe
FairPoliticalPracticesCommission,
whichregulatescampaignfinance.
Thelargestexpenditurewas
$9.9millionforformerStateTreas-
urerPhilAngelidesinhis2006Demo-
craticprimaryrace.TwoAngelides
friends,developersAngeloTsako-
poulosandEleniTsakopoulos -
Kounalakis,gave$8.7million,while
theCaliforniaTeachersAssociation
added$1million.Themoneyhelped
Angelidesdefeatmultimillionaire
StateControllerSteveWestly.

FPPCchairmanresponds
RossJohnsononcebackedProposi-
tion34asastatesenator.ButasFPPC
chairman,hehasrailedagainstinde-
pendentexpendituresandresponded
angrilyThursdaytotheSupreme
Court’sruling.Hesaiditwouldpre-
venttheFPPCandLegislaturefrom
rollingbackindependentexpendi-
turesinCalifornia.
“It’sanabsolutelyterribledeci-
sion,”Johnsonsaid.“Ithinkit’sabso-
lutelyidiotictoarguethatacorpora-
tionhasthesamelegalrightsasan
individual.”

MichaelDoyleoftheMcClatchy
WashingtonBureaucontributedtothis
report.
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inclementweather.
Andwhilethemoneyisdropping,
theneedisgrowing.
“In2008,wehadtoturnaway90peo-
ple,”Airdsaid.“In2009,weturned
away372people.”
AirdsaidTheSalvationArmyhas
reliedmoreonvolunteerhelpthis
year,andthat’snotasreliableasem-
ployees.Theshelteralsoworkswith
alocalculinaryschooltoprovidedin-
nersoneveningswhenchurch
groupsororganizationsaren’tavail-
able.
SturdevantsaidWeCarehasmade
somechanges,aswell.Andsomeof
themhavebeenforthebetter.
“Wecan’taffordpaperplatesany-
more,soweuserealdishesandthe
menhavetowashthem,”shesaid.
Guestsalsohavetocookoccasional-
ly.

“Someofthemenreallyenjoy
that,”Sturdevantsaid.“Wecallitlife
skillslearning,becausethey’regoing
tohavetoknowhowtowashdishes
andcookwhenthey’reontheirown.”
Acrosstown,theTurlockGospel
Mission’swintershelterforwomen
isfaringbetter,thoughitdoesn’t
serveasmanypeople.Theshelter,
whichishousedinarotationoflocal
churchesforaweekatatime,can
takeupto30womenandchildren.
Mostnights,theydon’thavethat
many.
“Ihavecallsfromsocialservice
agenciesalmosteveryday,”director
JeffWoodssaid.“Sometimesthey
showup,sometimestheydon’t.”
Hesaidwomen,especiallythose
withchildren,farebetterwhenlook-
ingforaplacetostay.
Sofar,theGospelMissionhasbeen
abletomaintainahealthyenough
bankbalancethatit’smeetingits

staffingneedsofabout$20,000per
month.

‘Nowaytogetdry’
AndWoodssaidhe’sverygrateful,
especiallywiththerainstormsthat
batteredtheareathisweek.
“Wegetalotofpeoplewhosaythey
canhandletheheatandthecold.But
whenyougetthecoldandthewet,
there’snowaytogetdryifyou’re
homeless,”Woodssaid.“Thisisare-
allytough,toughtimeforpeoplewho
areonthestreet.”
OnthestreetiswhereRobertSmith-
campwouldbeifitweren’tfortheWe
Careprogram.
The48-year-oldTurlockmanhas
beenhomelessforalmostfouryears.
He’sstruggledwithdrugsinthepast,
but“I’vebeencleanforayearand
fourmonths,”hesaidThursdayashe
packeduptoleavefortheday.
SeveralmensaidWeCareprovides

morethanjustaroofovertheirheads
andawarmmeal.Staffhelpwithpa-
perworkandclothessotheycanget
governmentbenefitsorfindwork.
“Itmeanshome,”saidPhilipDur-
so,51.Hesaidhelosthishouseafter
hisfatherpassedawaylastyear.
“They’veprovidedmewithcloth-
ing,showersandanice,warmbed,”
Dursosaid.
“Whenyou’rehomeless,youthink
peopledon’tcare,buthere,youfind
therearegood,warm-heartedpeo-
ple,”Smithcampsaid.Nowhe’sgot
threepart-timejobsandisgettinghis
ownplacetolive.
“Lifeisworthlivingagain,”he
said.“Ifitwasn’tfortheshelter,I
wouldn’thaveachance.”

BeestaffwriterPattyGuerracanbe
reachedatpguerra@modbee.comor
578-2343.
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HOUSING:Othervalleycountiesdobetter
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BY MARIANA MARTINEZ
TheAssociatedPress

TIJUANA,Mexico—
Rainshaveunleashed
heavyfloodinginpartsof
theMexicanbordercity
ofTijuana,killinga
5-year-oldgirlandleav-
ingatleast10otherpeo-
plemissing,officialssaid
Thursday.
Stormsalsocauseda
planetoskidofftherun-
wayThursdayintheTi-
juanaInternationalAir-
port.Nobodywashurt.
Fourdaysofstorms
haveswelledtheRioTi-
juana,whichreachesthe
UnitedStates,sendingtor-
rentsofwaterintosome
neighborhoodsofthecity
acrosstheborderfrom
SanDiego.
Aflashfloodswept
awayacarwithapreg-
nantwomanandher

threechildreninsidein
thehillyCanondelos
Laurelesneighborhood
Wednesdaynight,the
BajaCaliforniastatepros-
ecutors’officesaidina
statement.
Policelaterfoundthe
carwiththewoman,un-
harmed,andher5-year-
olddaughterdead.The
twootherchildren,7and
2,aremissing.
TijuanafirechiefRafael
Carrollsaidthechildren
areamong10peoplemiss-
ingandfearedswept
awaybyfloods.
Attheairport,anAer-
omexicoflightoriginat-
inginthenortheastern
cityofMonterreystrug-
gledtolandandthenskid-
dedofftherunway,itsleft
wingendingupburiedin
themud,saidBajaCalifor-
niaStateGov.JoseGuada-
lupeOsuna.

Tijuanafloodingkills
5-year-old;10missing

KEYELEMENTS

ThebasicelementsoftheSupreme
Court’slandmarkdecisionon
campaignfinance:

� OVERTURNED: A63-year-oldlaw
thatbarredcorporationsandunions
fromspendingmoneydirectlyonads
fororagainstcandidatesfor
presidentorCongress,butwhichare
producedindependentlyandnot
coordinatedwiththecandidate’s
campaign.…Thebanon
issue-orientedadspaidforby
corporationsorunions30days
beforeaprimaryand60daysbefore
ageneralelection.

� LEFTINPLACE: Thecentury-old
banondonationsbycorporations
fromtheirtreasuriesdirectlyto
candidates.…Theabilityof
corporations,unionsorindividualsto
setuppoliticalactioncommittees
thatcancontributedirectlyto
candidatesbutcanonlyaccept
voluntarycontributionsfrom
employees,membersandothersand
cannotusemoneydirectlyfrom
corporateoruniontreasuries.…
Thatanyonespendingmoneyon
politicaladsmustdisclosethe
namesofcontributors.

HOMELESS: Somesaysheltersmorethanjustaroofovertheirhead

schoolsandsportscomplexes.
AphonemessageleftforLisaBirch
onThursdaywasnotreturned.
Itremainsunclearexactlyhow
manyAmericansaremissing.The
U.S.EmbassyinPort-au-Princehad
accountedforatleast9,400ofupto
45,000AmericanswhowereinHaiti
beforethequake.
ButsomeAmericansmaynothave
beenaffectedbythedevastation,and
othersmaybeOKbuthaven’tcontact-
edofficials.
Atleast35Americanshavebeen
confirmeddead,withU.S.officialsin-
vestigatingreportsofanadditional
21potentialU.S.fatalities.
Friendsandrelativeswantthe
Americansbroughthome—deador
alive.
“Ithinkeveryonehasacceptedthe
factthatthey’renotgoingtofindev-
eryonealive,butweatleastwantto
buryourlovedonesonAmericansoil
andnotundertherubble,”saidFor-
restMasters,whoisinHaitihelping

searchforafamilyfriend.
Confusionhasaddedtothefrustra-
tion.Atonepoint,Gengelwastoldby
theuniversityhisdaughterhadbeen
found,butthenewsturnedouttobe
“badintelligence”fromarescuecrew
inHaiti.

Privateteamshired
Theschool,LynnUniversityin
BocaRaton,Fla.,hashiredprivate
rescueteamstohelpsearchforthe
missingfacultyandstudents,who
weretheretodistributefoodandvisit
schoolsandorphanages.
Eightoftheirclassmatesescaped
andhavereturnedhomesafe.
“Thesekidswentdownthereona
journeyofhope,that’swhatitwas
called,andit’sturnedintoajourney
ofhell,”saidGengel,ofRutland,
Mass.
SallyBaldwin,ofFortWorth,Tex-
as,isprayingforanywordabouther
son,BrendanBeck,35.Healsoisbe-
lievedlostintherubbleoftheHotel
Montana.

Beck,anengineerdoingconsulting
workinHaiti,checkedintothehotel
foranighttocatchaflighttoanother
partofthecountrythenextday.
Hismotherisangrythatshe’snot
gettinginformationfromthegovern-
ment;U.S.officialssaythey’redoing
whattheycanunderdifficultcondi-
tions.
“GiventhatmostAmericansdonot
registerwiththeembassy…itisof-
tenimpossibletosayinthesesitua-
tionshowmanyaremissing,”State
DepartmentspokesmanGordonDug-
uidsaid.
“Asforsharinginformation,we
canalwaysdoabetterjob.…Ithink
wehavebeensharingtheinforma-
tionwehave,butmanytimesitisjust
notenoughtobeofhelptofamiliesin
anguish.”
AccordingtotheWhiteHouse,
therewere43internationalsearch-
and-rescuegroupsinHaitiwithmore
than1,700personnel,includingmore
than500fromtheUnitedStates.Alto-
gether,theyhadrescuedmorethan

120peoplefromtherubbleasof
Wednesday.
TheUnitedNations,whichiscoor-
dinatingtherescueteams,recently
determinednoadditionalsearch-and-
rescuegroupswereneeded.Rescueef-
fortseventuallywillgivewaytore-
coveryofbodies,andthere’sachance
somemayneverbefound.
Butevenaweekaftertheearth-
quakehit,teamsemergedfromthe
rubblewithimprobablesuccesssto-
ries—includingtherescueofseveral
people.
ThatleavessomehopeforJohnGi-
anacaci,ofHopewell,N.J.His22-year-
olddaughter,Christine,isoneofthe
missingLynnstudents.
“ThisistheUnitedStatesofAmeri-
ca.Theyperformmiraclesallacross
theworld.…Where’sourmiracle?”

StateDepartmentinquiriesabout
AmericancitizensinHaiti:
888-407-4747,
haiti-earthquake@state.gov
orwww.state.gov

CONTINUEDFROM A-1

HAITI: 120peoplehavebeenrescued;butsomemayneverbefound

COURT: Contributionstoindependentcommitteesnotaddressed
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