
OUTPUT: 03/24/10    22:30  USER: MROCHA  MODBEE10 SBR

PAGE: A 14 MODESTO MODESTO_BEE - FIRST - 14 - 03/25/10

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BLACK    YELLOWCYAN MAGENTA

Lucky
Numbers

WORKERS: Sincerecession,2.5Mmoreare55-plus

Occupational
Olympics
judgeKen
Creekmore
looksovera
drumbrake
assembledby
studentKevin
Mahaney
ofOakdale
Highon
Wednesday.

DEBBIENODA/
dnoda@
modbee.com

“I’vealwayshadtheArmy
inthebackofmymindifI
couldn’tgetajob,”hesaid.
Meanwhile,hisfriendFab-
eristhinkingaboutgoing
backtoschooltogetmore
skills.“Iwanttoexpandmy
options,soIcangetagood-
payingjob,”saidtheMante-
caresident.
It’sanybody’sguesswhen
thatwillhappen.
IntheNorthernSan
JoaquinValley,unemploy-
mentratesareapproaching
20percentafteradownturn
inthehousingmarketinlate
2005thattriggeredjoblosses
inconstruction,financeand
relatedbusinesses.
Astherecessiondeepened,
joblossesspreadtoretailers,
manufacturers,servicepro-
vidersandothersectors.
Februaryjobsfiguresare
dueoutFriday,butlaborana-
lystsexpectmorebadnews
forthevalleybecauselast
monthtraditionallysees
higherunemployment—
comingafterholidaysand
wellaheadofharvesting.
Don’texpectmuchrelief
fromthesummerhiringsea-
son,either.
Asurveyofhiringmanag-
ersbyhourlyjobWebsite
SnagAJob.comfoundthat
seasonalhiringwillbeat
roughlythesamedepressed
levelsasitwaslastyearfor
teensandcollegestudents.
“Giventheyearthatwe’ve
had,‘unchanged’onthesum-
merjobfrontisprettygood
news,”saidShawnBoyer,
SnagAJob.com’schiefexecu-
tiveofficer.
Notforyoungpeoplewho
aretryingtokick-starttheir
careers,moveoutorpayfor
school.They’rebeing
squeezedoutofjobsinfavor
ofolder,moreexperienced
workers,includingthose55
andolder.
Thenumberofworkers
55andolderhasincreasedby
9percent,or2.5millionpeo-
ple,sincetherecessionbe-
gan.
“That’squiteanastonish-
ingrise,”saideconomist
DeanBaker,aco-directorof
theCenterforEconomicand
PolicyResearch,anonparti-
saneconomicandsocialre-
searchcenterinWashing-
ton,D.C.
Someoftheseseasonedem-
ployeesarereturningto
workbecauseofjoblossesby
spousesorthefinancialprob-
lemsofotherfamilymem-
bers.Othersareworking
longertorecoupretirement
savingsthatwerelostinthe
downturn.
Theirincreasedpresence
andthescarcityofnewjobs
havemadeithardforyoung

peopletofindwork.Twenty-
ninepercentofthehiring
managersthatSnagAJobsur-
veyedsaidolderworkers
wouldbetheiryoungercol-
leagues’biggestcompetition
forsummerjobs.
Asaresult,only55percent
of16-to24-year-oldsare
workingorevenlookingfor
workversus59.1percent
whentherecessionstarted.
BakersaidCongressshould
fundanationalyouthjobs
programthatwasevenlarg-
erthanthesummeryouth
jobsprogramsfundedbythe
stimulus.
TomMroz,aneconomics
professoratClemsonUniver-
sityinSouthCarolina,said
hisresearchhadfoundthat
sixmonthsofunemploy-
mentforyoungworkers
woulddepresstheirearn-
ingsbyabout2percentover
thecourseof10years.
They’llalsobemorelikelyto
beunemployedagain.
Withyouthjoblessratesap-
proaching40percentin
someareas,theunemploy-
mentsituationforteensand
youngadultsisatacrisislev-
el,Bakersaid.
“Ithinkit’sincrediblethat
thishasn’tbeentalkedabout
moreseriously,”Bakersaid.
“We’vegotpeoplecomingout
ofschool,andthere’snothing
thereforthem.Whatarethey

goingtodo,sitaroundand
hangoutinthestreetfortwo
orthreeyears,howeverlong
ittakesfortheeconomytore-
cover?”
Lastyear,applicationsfor
theJobCorps,afederaljob-
trainingprogramforlow-
incometeensandyoung
adults,jumped8percentas
therecessiondeepened.
ModestoresidentRachel
Alejandro,25,graduated
fromCaliforniaStateUniver-
sity,Stanislaus,withade-
greeinliberalstudiesin
May2008.Sincethenshe
hasn’tbeenabletofindfull-
timeemploymentandin-
steadworksasapart-time
substitute.
ShewasatModesto

HIREventslookingformore
permanentwork,butshe
planstogobacktoCSU,
Stanislaus,inthefalltoget
hermaster’sdegree.
“AssoonasIgraduated,
therewasnothing.Ifeltdis-
couragedandthatitwas
pointlesslooking,”shesaid.
“Icouldn’tfindanything,
anditdidn’tevenseem
worthit.”
RossEisenbrey,vicepresi-
dentoftheEconomic Policy
Institute,aliberal policyre-
searchgroup,saidCongress
shouldconsidertemporarily
loweringtheeligibilityage
forfullSocialSecurityretire-
mentbenefitsbyoneyear.
Doingsofortwoyearswould
enticemorepeopletoretire
—particularlythoseinphys-
icallydemandingjobs—and
openmorepositionsfor
youngpeople,hereasoned.
“It’ssomethingwethink
oughttobeexplored,”Eisen-
breysaid.“Freeingupjobs
currentlyheldbypeoplethat
wanttoretire,butwouldbe
penalizediftheydid,would
beofbenefittoyoungpeo-
ple.”
Baker’snotsosure.Hesaid
mostpeopledidn’thave
enoughsavingstoretireand
thosewhodidsoprematurely
couldendupinfinancial
hardshipinafewyears.

BeestaffwriterMarijke
Rowlandcontributedtothis
report.
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lifelongskillslikeresponsi-
bility.We’reteachingstu-
dentstolearnandearn.”
TheOccupationalOlym-
pics,heldattheStanislaus
CountyFairgroundinTur-
lock,isalsoachanceforstu-
dentstonetworkwithpoten-
tialemployers.DeborahKid-
well,aJ.C.Penneymanager
andeventjudge,saidshe
plannedonhiringsomeofthe
teenswhocompetedWednes-
day.
Reducingoreliminatingca-
reertechnicaleducation
wouldbeamistakethat
wouldharmthecommunity
andeconomy,studentsand
teachersagreed.
Employmentopportunities
teacherKarenPricesaidstu-
dentsconnectwithvocation-
alclassesandbecomemore
successfulbecauseoftheles-
sonstheylearnandexperi-
encetheygain.
PattersonHighSchoolsen-

iorJessicaBryant,whocom-
petedintheautotechnology
andsmallenginesevents
Wednesday,saidautoshop
classesfueledherinterestin
mechanics.
Shesaidshehopestobe-
comeamechanicorjointhe
Marinesafterhighschool:
“It’sgreatforkidswhowant
tobecomemechanics—they
learnreallywhat(mechan-
ics)doandwhattheyneedto
know.”
StudentsRubinGarciaand
ChristianLimassaidsuch
trainingbenefitsthecommu-
nityandeconomy.
RubinandChristian,who
competedinretailsalesand
generalmarketingWednes-
day,saidvocationalclasses
preparestudentsforlifeafter
highschoolandmakethem
morecompetitive—whether
filingcollegeorjobapplica-
tions.
“Itgivespeopleabetter
start,”saidRubin,aJohan-

senHighSchooljunior.
Afterpitchingthe5-in-1
blendertovolunteerjudges
byhighlightinghoweasyitis
tocleanandtakewhenonthe
go,Christianplacedfirstand
Rubincameinthird.
Christian,aDavisHigh
Schoolsenior,alreadyworks
ataclothingstore,butsaid
hisvocationalclassesim-
provedhowheinteractswith
customersandgavehim

moreconfidence.
“I’mcommunicatingbetter
withothers.I’mreallyshy,”
hesaid.
Bothstudentsplantoat-
tendModestoJuniorCollege
afterhighschool.
“The(vocational)program
almostencouragesthemor
givesthemastrongertaste
forcollege,”saidPrice,who
teachesemploymentskills
classesatsixModestohigh

schools.
Manystudentswhowere
notcollege-boundendupat-
tendingMJCforacertificate
ordegreeafterfindingaca-
reerinvocationalclasses.
“Ifyoutakeawaythose
classes,Idon’tknowhow
they’llmakethatconnec-
tion,”shesaid.

BeestaffwriterMichelle
Hatfieldcanbereachedat
mhatfield@modbee.comor
578-2339.

CONTINUEDFROM A-1

moundandrelievedhisinspired
pitcher,settingoffaheartfeltovation
fromthecrowdofabout250.Team-
matesgatheredtohughim,andthe
grinningpitcherevenwasembraced
byHughsoncoachRolandoAguilar.
“Thewayhepitchedtodaywasphe-
nomenal,”Escalonsecondbaseman
JoshMiguelsaid.“Thatwasoneof
hisbestgames.”
Why?Easyanswer.
“Thatangelonhisshoulderwas
veryapparent,”saidLargent.
TheEscalonstudentbodyandfacul-
tyhasbeendealtadoubleblowthis
week.TheChrisMartineztragedy
wascompoundedbythedeathofEsca-
longraduateGrantAltamirano,anas-
sistantbasketballcoach.Lifethrows
itsownknockdownpitches,students

learned,andearlywisdomgrows
fromhowonerecovers.
ForJustin,therewasnodecisionto
make.Hisperformance—aneffi-
cient82-pitchbeauty—spoketohis
correctcall.Hehadthrownthebase-
ballsincehewas5yearsold,butnev-
erwithsuchcontrol.
“Allmypitcheswereworkingfor
me.Everythingwasinmyfavor,”he

said.“Myteammatesastonished
me.”

All-aroundsupport
TheotherCougarstapedtheir
wristsandscrawled“CM”onthem.
Trackathletesskippedpracticeto
lendtheirsupport.Studentswhonev-
erbeforeattendedgamesfoundarea-
sontobethere.EventheEscalonand
Hughsonjuniorvarsityteamsjoined
theirrespectivevarsitysidesfora
pregamemomentofsilence.
Foritspart,Hughsonhonoredits
saddenedfoebyplayinghardtothe
end.Escalon(6-1,2-0),apowerhouse
teamcomingoffa26-1seasonin2009,
nurseda2-0leaduntila2-runsingle
byMattValenciaanda3-runhomer
byNickLargentinthesixth.
Thatsettledtheoutcome,leaving

onlyJustintofinish.
“Hewasthrowingfirst-pitchcurves
forstrikes,”Largentsaid.“Herelied
earlyonhisfastballandhelater
foundhisbreakingball.Itoldhimlat-
er,‘Whatyoudidtodaywasheroic.’”
ToJustin,however,steppingtothe
moundwasthemostnaturalreac-
tion.Hecelebratedhisfather’slifeby
doing,inhisdad’swords,whathe
doesbest.
Serviceswon’tbeannounceduntil
today,butthere’slittledoubtEsca-
lon’sbaseballteamwillstandbeside
Justinandhisfamily.
“Therewerenopregamejitters,”
Justinsaid.“Thisgameprovedthat
heisstillhere.Heisnotdead.”

BeestaffwriterRonAgostinicanbe
reachedatragostini@modbee.comor
578-2302.
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DADSHARESIDEAS
ONOURMOMSSITE
TheBee’sJimSilvaknowsall
aboutbeingadad.Today,hewill
startlendinghisexpertiseon
www.modmomsclub.com.Called
“ManoftheHouse,”hisblogtakes
alookatmoney,kids,marriage
andlifefromafrugalfather’spoint
ofview.Gotothehomepageand
scrollto“FeaturedBlogs.”

MOSTPOPULAR
Themost-viewedstories
Wednesdayonmodbee.com:
1.ManshotdeadinModesto’s

airportneighborhood
2.FallenModestocyclist‘always

rodewithasmileonhisface’
3.Turlockmanshareslimelight

withpresident
4.ModestoCitySchoolsbuscare

faultedbyCHP
5.Policewarnagainstself-defense

inrobbery

COMINGUP
INTHEBEE
FRIDAY
Inthebattleofthesexes,thelatest
salvois“DefendingtheCaveman,”
acomedyabouthowmenand
womenrelate.It’scomingtothe
stageinTurlock. InScene

SATURDAY
Tofuelfamilyfun,thinkoutsidethe
Monopolyboxandtryoneofthe
lesser-knowngamegems.
InWeekEnd

SUNDAY
There’sstillnobetterwayto
exploretheUnitedStatesthanby
rail.Learnmoreaboutthegreat
longjourneysandshortdaytrips
availablealloverthecountry.
InParade

MONDAY
Dungeons&Dragons,theoriginal
role-playinggamethatopenedthe
doortomanyageek’swanderlust
forworldsoffantasycreaturesand
combat,continuestocastitsspell.
InFunStuff

TUESDAY
TheNorCalHighSchoolMountain
BikeLeague,foundedin2001bya
BerkeleyHighSchoolmathteacher,
hasgrowninpopularitysofast—
fromtwoteamsatthestartto33
today—thataSouthernCalifornia
leaguealsoisthriving. InFitness

� SuperLottoPlus
EstimatedjackpotforWednesday,March24:

$29million

Wednesday’swinningnumbers:
1320252939 Mega: 21

Saturday’sresults:
5numbersplusMega:0won$26million
5numbers,noMega:Nowinners
4numbersplusMega:20won$1,887
4numbers,noMega:575won$109
3numbersplusMega:1,022won$55
3numbers,noMega:25,346won$10
2numbersplusMega:13,436won$11
1numberplusMega:68,478won$2
Megaonly:111,074won$1

March20 1427353637 5

March17 1130344042 1

March13 915202443 2

� Fantasy5
Wednesday’swinningnumbers:

2628323439

� Daily4
Wednesday’swinningnumbers:

9 4 7 5

� Daily3
Wednesday’swinningnumbers:

Middaydraw 384
Eveningdraw 966

� DailyDerby
Wednesday’swinningnumbers:

12610 Time: 1:40.86

Californiagames:www.calottery.com.

� MegaMillions
EstimatedjackpotforFriday,March26:

$40million

Tuesday’swinningnumbers:
325282940 Mega: 13

Winner: None

MegaMillions:www.megamillions.com.

DevaunEvans,
21,right,and
Antoine
Campbell,21,
visitthe
Comcastbooth
ataHIREvents
jobfair
Wednesdayat
Modesto
CentrePlaza.
DARRYLBUSH/
dbush@
modbee.com

PROGRAMS: Cutshinder
students’success,somesay

‘Itwasn’thardatall.
Iknewhewasthere.…
Iwasn’tafraidatall.’

—JustinMartinez

THEBACKPAGE

Decision
cancels
furloughs
for75,000

PITCHER: ‘Heroic’effortgetsstandingovation,hugsfromteammates

DARRYLBUSH/dbush@modbee.com

ElizabethMiranda,18,left,looksoverherrésuméwithher
aunt,RosePerez,afterhavingitreviewedatthejobfair.Youth
joblessratesareapproaching40percentinsomeareas.

Since the recession, nearly 1.3 million teens and young adults have 
left the labor force, while 2.5 million older workers, age 55 and older, 
have entered.
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Governorheading
toappealscourt
BY JON ORTIZ
jortiz@sacbee.com

Tensofthousandsofstate
workershaveenduredtheir
lastfurloughday,assuming
anAlamedaSuperiorCourt
judge’sWednesdayruling
survivesyetanotherchal-
lengebyGov.Schwarzeneg-
ger.
JudgeFrankRoeschdecid-
edthatthegovernorcan’tde-
layendingfurloughsfor
aboutone-thirdofthework
force,butsparedthestate
fromimmediatelyissuing
hundredsofmillionsofdol-
larsinbackpayduringachal-
lengeinthe1stDistrictCourt
ofAppeal.
Thenextscheduled“Fur-
loughFriday”isApril2.
Thegovernorsignaledhe
won’tyield.
“Thebottomlineiswe’rego-
ingtokeepthefurloughsin
placeuntiltheendofthis
year,andwewillnotmake
anyexemptions,”hesaid.
Schwarzenegger,asexpect-
ed,vetoedlegislationWednes-
daynightthatwouldhaveex-
emptedfromfurloughsany
employeesinjobsfunded
with5percentorlessingen-
eralfundcash.
Theheadofthebiggest
unionpraisedRoesch’sdeci-
sionandpromisedtocounter
Schwarzeneggerfights.
“Wealwaysbelievedthe
lawwasonourside,”said
YvonneWalker,presidentof
ServiceEmployeesInterna-
tionalUnionLocal1000.
Roesch’srulingunder-
scoredhisDec.31decisions
inlawsuitsbythreeunions.
Allthreearguedthatthe
stateshouldn’thavefur-
loughedworkersin68depart-
mentsthatgetalargeportion
oftheirbudgetsfromsources
outsidethegeneralfund.
Thejudgelaterordered
backpay.Schwarzeneggerap-
pealed,whichfrozethefur-
loughstatusquo.
Unionsestimate70,000to
75,000workersareaffectedby
Wednesday’sruling.
Endingthepolicywould
addabout$139millioninun-
budgetedcoststhroughJune
30,accordingtotheadminis-
tration.Schwarzenegger’sat-
torneysarguedthatwouldbe
acrushingobligationand
couldforcelayoffs.
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