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Lucky
Numbers

“long and cumbersome pro-
cess,” one with “no guaran-
tees,” especially a decade ago,
Blaire said.

The only sure way to make
that happen was for O’Grady
to request a change in status.

“He was going to be paroled
in November 2000,” Blaire
said. “I was determined that
he not leave prison as a
priest. His lawyer told me
O’Grady would consider seek-
ing laicization if a pension an-
nuity would be made avail-
able to him.

“I found it dis-
tasteful to pro-
vide an annuity
as part of the ar-
rangement. But
I wanted to pro-
vide some mea-
sure of justice
or peace of mind
for his victims that he could
never again use his priest-
hood to damage families. I
didn’t see any other way of
guaranteeing that he would
be out of the priesthood.”

Blaire knows the annuity
payments are “going to be per-
ceived badly. But there was a
reason.”

‘Rare, but not unheard of’

The annuity cost the dio-
cese nearly $11,000 annually
over a seven-year period and
was paid for in 2009. The pay-
ments will be made to
O’Grady from the insurance
company.

Buying an annuity is “rare,
but not unheard of,” said
Mary Jane Doerr, associate
director of the office of Child
and Youth Protection for the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops in Washington, D.C.

The more common thing is
for a defrocked priest to re-
tain any pension he earned
from the diocese, she said.
O’Grady doesn’t receive a
pension.

“Yes, he did a terrible
thing,” Doerr said, but a bish-
op has a responsibility to
take care of priests in any
case — he can’t just kick
them to the curb.

The lack of safety around
O’Grady was highlighted
when the ex-priest made in-
ternational news in April.

He’d been living in the Neth-
erlands for about 18 months
and going by the name
“Brother Francis,” his mid-
dle name. He worked as a dea-
con in a small Rotterdam
church, volunteered at a shel-
ter for women and children,
and worked at McDonald’s as
a children’s party coordina-
tor.

People there recognized
him after a promotional piece
for a 2006 documentary about
O’Grady, “Deliver Us From
Evil,” ran on TV. He was ques-
tioned by police and fled back
to Ireland.

Ireland accusations emerge

O’Grady arrived in the
Stockton Diocese at age 25
from his native Ireland in
1971 and was assigned to St.
Anne’s Parish in Lodi.

He recently has been ac-
cused of sexually abusing
children in Ireland before he
came to this country.

The first recorded abuse
complaint to the Stockton Dio-
cese against O’Grady came in
1976, when Sloan told her par-
ents the cleric had sexually
abused her at a Catholic sum-
mer camp and at the St.
Anne’s rectory. O’Grady was
serving as an assistant priest
there.

Although O’Grady, when

confronted by St. Anne’s pas-
tor, wrote a letter of apology
to Sloan and her parents ac-
knowledging the abuse, then-
Bishop Merlin Guilfoyle kept
him in ministry, moving
O’Grady to Sacred Heart Par-
ish in Turlock.

No one knew for more than
20 years that O’Grady also
had abused Ann Jyono from
the time she was 5 in 1973 un-
til she was in junior high
school. Jyono’s mom, also a
native of Ireland, and her fa-
ther often invited O’Grady
into their Lodi home. They
have said they felt blessed by
seeing the Irish priest saying
his morning prayers, never
suspecting he forced sex on
their daughter during the
night.

In published reports in 2005
and 2006, Jyono said she nev-
er told of the abuse because
her father often had said he
loved her so much and he
would kill anyone who hurt
her. She asked a childhood
friend, “What happens when
a man kills someone else?”
She was told the man would
go to prison forever. So she
thought she was protecting
her father by keeping quiet.

The truth came out in 1993
after O’Grady called the
Jyonos to tell them he had
been arrested. Ann Jyono’s
p a r e n t s b e l i e v e d i n
O’Grady’s innocence and
were going to help raise his
bail with a second mortgage
and by dipping into their re-
tirement funds. Then the
truth came out — their daugh-
ter told them their charming
Irish priest friend had abused
her for years.

Labeled most dangerous

Patrick Wall, an attorney
with a Southern California
law firm that has filed many
of the priest sex abuse law-
suits in the state, said
O’Grady “is the Hannibal
Lecter of the clerical world …
one of the top three most dan-
gerous pedophile priests in
the world.”

But the knowledge of his
abuse evolved slowly.

A criminal investigation
was begun against O’Grady
by Stockton police in 1984 af-
ter he told his therapist he
had fondled a boy. He served
at the city’s Church of the Pre-
sentation at the time. The po-
lice closed the case for lack of
evidence, and Mahony
moved the priest that same
year to a parish in San An-
dreas. Although there was no
school attached to the parish,
O’Grady later said he contin-
ued to have plenty of interac-
tion with children.

Mahony promoted O’Grady
to pastor the next year — a
couple of months before Ma-
hony became archbishop of
the Los Angeles Diocese. Bish-
op Donald Montrose followed
Mahony in Stockton in 1986.
Six years later, he sent
O’Grady to St. Anthony’s Par-
ish in Hughson. One year lat-
er, in the summer of 1993,
O’Grady was arrested.

Criminal case from brothers

That criminal case arose
out of O’Grady’s longtime sex-
ual abuse of James and
Joh (pronounced Joe)
Howard. Although
they, like Sloan, lived
outside the diocese —
the Howards grew up
in Merced — O’Grady
visited them often.

James Howard, in a
1998 San Francisco
Chronicle story, called
O’Grady “the family
priest” who also mo-
lested four of his seven
brothers and sisters.
But because of the stat-
ute of limitations, legal
action could be taken
only for the sexual
abuse against James
and his younger broth-
er, Joh.

O’Grady was convict-
ed in the criminal case.
He was sentenced to
prison for 14 years, but
— in accordance with
common practice at that time
— was released in seven. He
was still in prison in 1998
when civil lawsuits filed on
behalf of the brothers

reached the trial stage.
Jeff Anderson, an attorney

from St. Paul, Minn., repre-
sented the Howard brothers,
along with Larry Drivon of
Stockton. Those lawsuits end-
ed with the jury awarding the
brothers $6 million in com-
pensatory damages and
$24 million in punitive dam-
ages. That $30 million was re-
duced during the appeal pro-
cess to $7.6 million, plus a

“second phase” that
brought in about $4 mil-
lion more from the dio-
cese’s insurance com-
pany last year, Ander-
son said.

Anderson, reached
by phone in Los Ange-
les on Wednesday,
called O’Grady’s pend-
ing annuity payments
“outrageous.”

“Why would they pay
him after he’s been de-
ported, after he’s been
convicted?” Anderson
asked. “He’s deserving
of no money, certainly
from them.”

Ire aimed at Mahony

Mahony, in particu-
lar, remains a target of
victims and their attor-
neys, possibly because
the other two bishops

in office when O’Grady
served in the diocese have
died.

“I was almost as upset by
Guilfoyle as I am with Maho-
ny, but (Mahony) had several

occasions to remove
(O’Grady) and didn’t,”
Johnson said. “He holds a
very high office and to this
day has the same deceitful at-
titude … by his failure to ac-
knowledge his omissions and
admit the crimes of O’Grady
in the 1980s. He is a fugitive
from the truth, either be-
cause he cannot see or he will
not see.”

“That’s not right. It’s not
supported by facts,” said Ma-
hony’s spokesman, Tod Tam-
berg.

Mahony, now a cardinal,
has testified in depositions
that he didn’t know about
O’Grady’s sexual abuse.

“He was unaware of a se-
cret file from the tenure of
the previous bishop dealing
with a complaint about
O’Grady,” Tamberg said. “Af-
ter a diocesan investigation
turned up no confirmation of
misconduct, O’Grady was
moved to a new parish (in
San Andreas) because two re-
tired priests who could help
with his maturation lived
there. Only after Bishop Ma-
hony had left for Los Angeles
did O’Grady’s horrible ac-
tions and lies begin to see the
light of day.”

And the lawsuits continue

Anthony DeMarco is a Bev-
erly Hills attorney who repre-
sents a “John Doe” client.
The man, now 31, claims he
was 6 when he was molested
by O’Grady in the Stockton
parish. That lawsuit will go
to trial in November.

DeMarco also represents
the man’s older sister in an-
other lawsuit. That one is on
appeal to the state Supreme
Court over a statute of limita-
tions issue.

“They’re struggling to get
by,” he said of his clients.
“They have massive emotion-
al problems that require med-
ication and therapy. It’s like
putting a bomb in their lives.
It has dramatically affected
every relationship they’ve
ever had.”

The statute of limitations
says claimants must be
younger than 26 in child
abuse cases, but there are ex-
ceptions because of a state
law passed in 2002.

That means more O’Grady
lawsuits could be filed for sev-
eral years, further upsetting
area Catholics who are tired
of hearing his name. The
most recent lawsuit was filed
just last year, said Paul Balas-
tracci, the longtime diocesan
attorney.

The ultimate healing of vic-
tims — not lawsuits or annu-
ity payments — is the most
important thing, he said.

“None of it changes the fact
that (O’Grady) did what he
did,” said Balastracci. “The
diocese is doing the best they
can to help the survivors of
this.”

Bee staff writer Sue Nowicki
can be reached at snowicki@
modbee.com or 578-2012.
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CHECKERED FLAG
Whether you follow Formula 1 or
NASCAR or something else, you
can keep up with action at the
tracks 24-7. Steer your browser to
www.modbee.com/sports/
autoracing for the latest news.

WHOLE LOTTO LUCK
If you’re looking for the winning
lottery numbers, and we hope
those numbers are yours, we’ve
got just the place. Go to
www.modbee.com/lottery for
results of all the California games.

GAS GUIDELINE
Got your motor, or your motor
home, running? Head out on the
highway armed with the latest fuel
price information from
www.modbee.com/gas.

MOST POPULAR
The most-viewed stories Thursday
on modbee.com:
1. One dead after truck hauling

bees crashes on Interstate 5
near Patterson

2. More pain ahead for Stanislaus
County

3. Visit Yosemite National Park
without an entrance fee this
weekend

4. Newman man shot to death
5. Former CSU, Stanislaus, student

dies in fall at Yosemite

SUNDAY
IN THE BEE

SUNDAY
Parade has partnered with The
League to honor high school
students who are changing their
communities through service. Meet
the first All-America Service Team.
In Parade

LIFESTYLES
Please come back, summers of
long ago: It’s time to wallow in this
season of gentle, blissful breathing.

WORK & MONEY
Buying health insurance is no one’s
idea of fun. But for many folks who
have lost a job, just graduated from
college or maxed out their COBRA,
it’s a necessity.

� SuperLotto Plus
Estimated jackpot for Saturday, June 5

$7 million, or $4.3 million cash

Wednesday’s winning numbers:
8 7 15 11 31 Mega 27

Wednesday’s results:

5 numbers plus Mega: 1 won $23 million
5 numbers, no Mega: 5 won $13,363
4 numbers plus Mega: 36 won $928
4 numbers, no Mega: 805 won $69
3 numbers plus Mega: 1,247 won $40
3 numbers, no Mega: 29,690 won $8
2 numbers plus Mega: 14,961 won $8
1 number plus Mega: 64,521 won $1
Mega only: 89,770 won $1

� Fantasy 5
Thursday’s winning numbers:

34-10-24-4-29

� Daily 4
Thursday’s winning numbers:

5-2-7-9

� Daily 3
Thursday’s winning numbers:

Midday draw: 1-6-0
Evening draw: 9-1-8

� Daily Derby
Thursday’s winning numbers:

10 12 02 Time: 1:43.45

� Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot for Friday, June 4

$17 million, or $11 million cash

Tuesday’s winning numbers:
12 27 44 45 51 Mega: 30

Source: California Lottery Commission,
www.calottery.com

pastor, the Rev. Cornelius
“Case” DeGroot, who con-
fronted O’Grady. The Irish
priest said it was the first
time he had done such a
thing, which later proved to
be a lie, and agreed to write a
letter of apology to Sloan and
her parents, who then took
the letter and the accusation
to Bishop Merlin Guilfoyle.

O’Grady later testified that
Guilfoyle didn’t order him to
seek counseling after the inci-
dent and seemed angry that
O’Grady had apologized.

Sloan’s mother, Carmen
Correia, said Wednesday that
Guilfoyle promised to send
O’Grady to a monastery to
prevent future abuse. In-
stead, O’Grady was assigned
to Sacred Heart Parish in Tur-
lock — at the opposite end of
the diocese. Over the next
17 years, he was sent to three
more parishes before he was
arrested on child sexual
abuse charges in 1993.

“I don’t think there was a
parish where he didn’t have a
victim,” said Sloan, who lives

in Fairfield. “He was a very
aggressive and proactive pe-
dophile. He’s evil, as they all
are. Whether it was an infant,
a boy, a girl, a pre-adolescent,
a post-adolescent, an adult —
he abused them all.”

Sloan is active
in Survivors
N e t w o r k o f
those Abused by
P r i e s t s , o r
SNAP. She said
she has heard
from many of
O’Grady’s other
victims over the
years. In a depo-
sition, O’Grady
admitted to sexu-
ally abusing 20
to 25 children, but the num-
ber could be much higher.

“The amount of people who
haven’t come forward is
mind-blowing,” Sloan said.
“It takes an incredible
amount of strength and cour-
age to come forward, even
years later.”

The abuse often leaves a life-
time of pain and challenges,
even with extensive therapy.

“I think it would be easier
to say how it hasn’t impacted
me instead of how it has,” she
said. “Even though I was
lucky enough to come for-
ward to my parents early on,
I still have classic signs of

abuse. I remem-
ber thinking,
‘How do people
not know? How
could my par-
ents not know?’

“Women re-
member their
first kiss — my
memory of my
first kiss is of Ol-
iver O’Grady. I
have a memory
of him making

me dance for him at the recto-
ry, and I am still on a regular
basis trying to take that back.
I have a boyfriend who loves
music. I’m regularly in tears
because I have to constantly
work through that (old memo-
ry).”

The impact goes on, she
said. “Body image. Being in
certain locations. Hearing an
Irish accent and not recogniz-

ing where I am because I’m
suddenly back there. Feeling
like I’m never in control.”

And, always, thinking
about O’Grady’s other vic-
tims, past and future.

“As proud as I am of being a
United States citizen, there’s
the fact that we let him go af-
ter seven years,” Sloan said.
“I’m so ashamed that we’ve
unleashed him on someone
else.”

She said that because sever-
al of O’Grady’s victims who
filed lawsuits were given
large awards, “most people
think it’s all about the mon-
ey. I think all of us would rath-
er have Oliver O’Grady in
jail. We want the cycle to
stop. We don’t want another
child hurt.”

Despite her painful experi-
ence, she said, she still be-
lieves in God, although she
no longer worships in a Cath-
olic church.

She also understands that
O’Grady himself was sexual-
ly abused as a child, by
priests and by his older broth-
er. O’Grady has testified that

he and his brother sexually
abused their sister. Statistics
show that abuse victims of-
ten grow up to become abus-
ers.

“I don’t understand why
some people who are victim-
ized, like he was, become
monsters and others struggle
through to not becoming a
monster,” Sloan said. “I want
to say this very carefully: I’m
not advocating some crazy
person going out there and do-
ing something to him, but it
will never, ever, ever be over
until Oliver O’Grady stops
breathing.

“I don’t want another child
to be abused again. I’m horri-
fied. Every day that he walks
around with his disguises, I
fear for every child who cross-
es the street in front of him. I
don’t want to wish somebody
harm. But I’ve wished for so
long for him to get right in his
head, right in his heart. I
don’t think there’s any hope
for him.”

Bee staff writer Sue Nowicki
can be reached at snowicki@
modbee.com or 578-2012.
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VICTIM: Woman worried his years of being an abuser aren’t in past

Blaire

Montrose

LIONSGATE ENTERTAINMENT

In a scene from the documentary ‘Deliver Us From Evil,’
regarding clergy abuse in the Catholic Church, Oliver O’Grady
walks through a public park in Ireland, where he now lives.

TIMELINE

Other parishes and missions
Places O’Grady served

Modesto

Stockton

Lodi

Hughson

Turlock

San Andreas

STOCKTON
DIOCESE

Mahony

Guilfoyle

‘I don’t think there
was a parish where

he didn’t have a
victim. He was a

very aggressive and
proactive pedophile.’

— Nancy Sloan

THE BACK PAGE

O’GRADY: First abuse complaint in ’76

� 1971: Comes to St. Anne’s
Parish in Lodi from his native
Ireland at age 25

� 1976: Writes letter of apology
to Nancy Sloan and her parents
for sexually abusing the
11-year-old girl. Family says
Bishop Merlin Guilfoyle promises
that O’Grady will be sent to a
monastery. In return, her family
doesn’t press charges.

� 1978: O’Grady is sent to
Sacred Heart Parish in Turlock

� 1982: Sent to Church of the
Presentation in Stockton. On
Nov. 11, 1984, Stockton police
begin a child abuse investigation
after O’Grady confesses to his
therapist that he fondled a
9-year-old boy. The investigative
report, which did not confirm the
abuse, ends with a note that the
diocese will send O’Grady to work
only with adults; Bishop Roger
Mahony and Monsignor James
Cain later testify they don’t know
who told the police that.

� Dec. 1984: O’Grady sent to St.
Andrew’s Parish in San Andreas

� July 1992: Becomes pastor at
St. Anthony’s Parish in Hughson

� July 20, 1993: O’Grady leaves
Hughson parish, with an an-
nouncement in the church bulletin
saying he was departing because
of unspecified allegations of
sexual misconduct.

� Aug. 5, 1993: Arrested and
booked into Calaveras County Jail.

O’Grady, 48, surrendered to
sheriff’s deputies after they failed
to find him at a church retreat.
Held on $50,000 bail, he was
accused of performing lewd and
lascivious acts with three children
younger than 14.

� Sept. 16, 1993: O’Grady
pleads guilty to four counts of
lewd acts with minors. The
Calaveras County district attorney
agrees to a 14-year sentence.
O’Grady could have faced 172
years if found guilty on all 23
counts in the original complaint.

� Nov. 8, 1993: O’Grady is
sentenced to 14 years.

� 1999: Stockton Diocese Bishop
Stephen Blaire asks O’Grady to
request to be removed from
priesthood; O’Grady says no, but
through his attorney agrees to do
so if the diocese will buy an
annuity that will give him a

monthly payment when he turns
65. The diocese agrees.

� November 2000: O’Grady, no
longer a priest, is released from
prison after serving half of his
sentence and deported to Ireland.

� April 2010: News leaks that
O’Grady had been living in
Rotterdam, the Netherlands, for
about 18 months, where he was
serving as a deacon known as
“Brother Francis” (his middle
name) at a small Catholic church,
volunteering at a shelter for
women and children, and working
at McDonald’s to organize
children’s parties. O’Grady flew
back to Ireland in February after
he was recognized and police
questioned him.

� June 5, 2010: O’Grady turns
65 and the annuity purchased by
the Stockton Diocese in 1999
begins paying him $788 a month
for 10 years.
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