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Back when her four children were
young, Donna Noeller needed a
car that seated six. So the

Hughson farm family bought an SUV
and drove it hard.
“We’ve had this Trailblazer over seven
years. It has more than 150,000 miles on
it,” Noeller said. “I was going to drive it
another 100,000 miles, or until my
wheels fell off.”
Then the federal government
introduced Cash for Clunkers, offering
car owners as much as $4,500 off the
purchase of a new energy-efficient car.
“This is the first government
program where I’ve thought: ‘Hey, this
will benefit me,’ ” Noeller said. For
her, the timing is perfect because her
three oldest children are adults, so she
doesn’t need a big car to haul them
around. “I’m downsizing to an
Equinox.”
She’s not the only one taking
advantage of government incentive
programs to stimulate the economy.
Sylvia Gonzalez, 48, just bought her
first home, thanks in part to an $8,000
federal tax credit.
“I still can’t believe it,” the Modesto
woman said. The two-bedroom home
Gonzalez purchased for $86,000 was built
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TAPPING FREE CASH

Above, Sylvia
Gonzalez just
bought her first
home, thanks in
part to an $8,000
federal tax
credit. Below,
Donna Noeller
traded in her
SUV under Cash
for Clunkers.
DEBBIE NODA/
dnoda@modbee.com
and BART AH YOU/
bahyou@modbee.com

Government incentives
put purchases in reach
for more consumers
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TIGER CAN’T BE
TAMED IN PGA
After his pursuers caught
up to him midway through
the third round of the PGA
Championship, Tiger Woods
realized he couldn’t simply
put his game on cruise control.
He regained his composure
and the lead.  Page C-1

WILDFIRES RAGE
ACROSS STATE
Gov. Schwarzenegger urged
residents to heed mandatory
evacuation orders Saturday
as 6,800 firefighters, including
crews from Modesto, battled
to control nearly a dozen
blazes across the state.

Page B-7

‘EXTREME’ TIPS
FOR PROJECTS
Ty Pennington, host of
ABC’s “Extreme Makeover:
Home Edition,” reveals tips
he lives by when starting
home repair projects. Even
if you are all thumbs, it’s
simpler than you think!

PARADE

To battle H1N1,
focus is on hygiene,
isolating ill students
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

As children return to
school for the spelling tests,
the science labs and after-
school clubs, area schools
will be trying to keep them
and staff members from get-
ting swine flu.
Health officials worry that
cases of H1N1 influenza could
take off as classrooms fill
with children coming back
from summer vacation.
Schools are accustomed to
dealingwith seasonal flu. But
H1N1 is different and experts
believe it will be the domi-
nant strain during the fall
and winter flu season.
No one has immunity to the
novel virus and H1N1 has
tended to strike harder
among young people and
adults ages 20 to 55. The sea-
sonal flu is usuallymoredead-
ly to the elderly and the very
young with pre-existing
health conditions.
According to the federal
Centers of Disease Control
and Prevention, the highest
rate of H1N1 infection has oc-
curred in people 5 to 24 years
old and that group has the
second-highest rate of illness
requiring hospitalization.
Children with conditions
such as asthma or diabetes
are at higher risk of serious
flu complications, experts
say.
Officials have tried not to
trigger alarm, however, be-
cause the severity of H1N1 is
about the sameas seasonal in-
fluenza, which results in
36,000 deaths each year in the
United States. Most people in-
fected have mild to moderate
symptoms and fully recover.
Children with conditions
such as asthma or diabetes
are at higher risk of serious
flu complications, experts
say.
Officials have tried not to
trigger alarm, however, be-
cause the severity of H1N1 is
about the sameas seasonal in-
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Schools
on toes
to catch
flu cases

Catholic priest tends to his flock
in a land scarred by cartel violence
BY STEVE FAINARU AND WILLIAM BOOTH
The Washington Post

TEPALCATEPEC, Mexico — The Rev. Miguel Lo-
pez drives the parish pickup truck across the muddy
river that separates two warring drug cartels. He
follows thewinding road through the dark green foot-
hills of the Sierra Madre until he comes to a rusting
archway where traffickers hung the severed head of
his friend.
TheRomanCatholic priest spendshis daysnavigat-
ing this dangerous terrain, a world he describes as

“fallen.” He prays with widows whose husbands dis-
appeared in broad daylight, and gives communion to
the men who may have killed them.
In the village where he grew up, at the end of this
lonely road, his lifelong neighbors were too afraid to
unbolt their doors when they heard screams for help
in the middle of the night — when an entire family,
including four children, was kidnapped in June amid
a clash between rival gangsters.
“The fear is one thatwe all share,” Lopez said, steer-
ing his gray truck through hills that conceal a vast
network of marijuana farms and methamphetamine
labs. “Sometimes I can’t sleep at night. But these are
the timeswhen you have to definewho you are. To do
anything less is to be an accomplice.”
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A test of faith in Mexico’s drug warsThe Rev.
Miguel Lopez
says his fear
of dying at
the hands of
the drug
cartels is
outweighed
by his fear
he will not
be brave
enough for
his people.

SARAH L.
VOISIN/THE

WASHINGTON
POST

The notes Craig Prescottwrote were disturbing,
so disturbing that his wife,
Rachel, feared that he might
kill her and their six
children.
She had to protect the
girls and herself. She had to
protect Craig from himself.
So she and his mother,
Marilyn Prescott, had him
arrested for violating a
restraining order, believing
he would finally get the kind
of mental help he so
desperately needed.
He would have gone to

court and
been
declared
incompetent
to stand
trial. The
judge would
have sent
him to
Atascadero
State

Hospital, one of the state’s
few surviving mental
hospitals.
After several months of
treatment there — assuming
he responded to that
treatment — Prescott would
have returned to Modesto to
stand trial, which would
have included felony
charges of throwing urine at
jail deputies. He might have
done a few months in jail
with credit for time served.

Instead, Rachel Prescottbecame a widow and her
children fatherless.
Prescott’s mother lost a
troubled but
nonetheless
beloved son.
The 38-year-
old former
Stanislaus
County
sheriff’s
deputy died
in a hospital
in April
after jail
deputies
struggled to restrain him
while trying to move him to
a safety cell. The
confrontation included the
use of a Taser. The
coroner’s report said
Prescott had a heart
condition that led to his
death, which the family
disputes.
They plan to sue the
Sheriff’s Department and
the deputies involved
because they believe he was
handled like a criminal, not
someone who cried out for
help. The system that was
supposed to help Prescott,
that required deputies to
treat him like a criminal
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System
of little
help to
Prescott

Prescott

To see
past

stories and
court
documents on
the case, click
on the link with
this story at
www.modbee.
com/local.

JEFF JARDINE

Ownership still can be
good deal if buyer stays
in it for the long run

Y DAVE CARPENTER
The Associated Press

CHICAGO—For all the doom and
gloom about the housing market, it
still generally pays to own a home.
That might be a tough case to
make right now to the 16 million
homeowners who owe more on
their mortgage than their house
is worth. But history suggests the
American Dream is a pretty safe
bet.
Homes have appreciated by an
average of 4 per-
cent a year since
World War II.
They act as hedg-
es against infla-
tion and bestow
significant tax
benefits. Real es-
tate is a lever-
aged investment;
a 10 percent
down payment
p r o d u c e s a
1,000 percent re-
turn if the price
of a homemerely
doubles.
Plus there are
intangibles:Own-
ing a home pro-
vides a sense of
independence, security and commu-
nity. And you get to live in your in-
vestment. You can’t do that with a
stock.
Of course, historical trends don’t
pay the mortgage. People who wade
in and out of the housingmarket too
often, or who buy at the wrong time
or price and need to sell quickly,
can get burned.
But if you own for a decade or
more, price appreciation usually
overcomes even bad slumps.
Tony and Liz Iacobelli, who are
far underwater on the home they
bought in the Phoenix suburb of
Buckeye three years ago, aren’t pan-
icking. They owe about $177,000 on
their mortgage on a house worth
only $132,000, which is about 40 per-
cent of what they paid.
“Houses generally go up in price,
and this one will again, too,” says
Tony, 51, a retired New York City
policeman.
Several booms and busts have oc-
curred in the modern era of hous-
ing, which began when 30-year
loans became widely available after
World War II. This bust has been
severe: Nationally, home prices are
down an average 30 percent from
their peak in 2006.
The collapse of the housing mar-
ket may have put an end to the no-
tion of using a home as a specula-
tive investment akin to a hot stock.
And that may not be a bad thing,
economists say.
“People should recognize that val-
ue comes from a lot of other things
besides a possible return on the in-
vestment,” says Joel Naroff, chief
economist atNaroff EconomicAdvi-
sors.
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Home
sweet
home,
maybe

For more
coverage on

housing, go to
www.modbee.
com/housing.
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Ocean breezes dampen
blaze; containment 40%
BY AMY TAXIN
The Associated Press

SANTABARBARA—Thousands of
residents were back home Saturday
as a blanket of cool, moist air flowing
in from the Pacific Ocean tamed a
wind-driven wildfire that burned doz-
ens of homes along the outskirts of
town during the week.
Cheers erupted at an
evacuation center when
Santa Barbara County
Sheriff Bill Brown an-
nounced that mandatory
evacuation orders for
most areas were being
downgraded to evacua-
tion warnings, meaning residents
could return but would have to re-
main alert.
Among the first to return were
JonathanKenny, 44, and hiswife, Sus-
anKim, 42, who found their home cov-
ered in ash but still standing near
blackened hillsides that showed just
how close the fire came.
“I feel likewe dodged a bullet on this
one,” said Kenny.
But a short distance away up a nar-
row canyon road, gutted homes and
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Most fire
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get to go
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weddings.
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D1 WORK & MONEY
Our economy sure could use the

Next Big Thing. The kind of breakthrough that
emerges every so often and builds industries,
generates jobs and mints fortunes.

Weather
Mostly
sunny
76 / 49
Complete
forecast,
Page B-10
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C1 SPORTS
A crowd of 1,405 sees

the Cal State Stanislaus men’s
soccer team beat Chico State
while the women earn a tie.

A6 WASHINGTON
President Barack

Obama pledges to end the
ban on homosexuals
serving openly in the
military.

PARADE
Oscar winner Matt Damon
spends a lot of time working
for charitable causes and
reminds us that, together,
we can move mountains.
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on five advisory
measures on growth
coming up on the ballot.

Reworking
City’s Image
Plan is afoot to
rebrand Modesto
LOCAL NEWS B-1

Monthly
Memories
12-year-old lunch
bunch going strong
LIFESTYLES G-1

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2009 PRICE $1.50

m o d b e e . c o m

1994/95 1995/96  1996/97 1997/98  1998/99  1999/00  2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04  2004/05 2005/06  2006/07 2007/08  2008/09  2009/10

Annual tax for 
Village I homes with 

more than 2,000 Sq. Ft.

An annual Mello-Roos property tax for school 
construction is charged on 4,673 homes in Village 
I. The tax has increased 2 percent per year since 
1995. The tax varies by size of home, but most 

homes pay the highest rate, which is for homes 
with more than 2,000 square feet.

SCHOOL TAX CLIMB

Taxes 
Collected

Source: Stanislaus
County Auditor’s Office, 
Schools Infrastructure
Financing Agency
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Special additional school taxes are collected from 
about 4,152 property owners in Village I, plus 
other neighborhoods, including 428 in North 
Beyer Park, 135 in Empire North and 130 in 

Coffee-Claratina. Those neighborhoods are part of 
the Schools Infrastructure Financing Agency 

Community Facilities District 1994-1. Here is how 
much in extra property taxes have been collected 
from those homeowners to date, according to the 

Stanislaus County’s Auditor’s Office.

Total taxes collected: $11,939,921

TAX COLLECTIONS MOUNT


