Literacy Gives Hope

In the United States, an estimated 30 million people over the age of
16 read no better than the average elementary school child and
100,000 of those are in Stanislaus County. Yet the ability to read
and write is the basis of all other education. Without literacy skills
-- the abilities to read, to write, to do math, to solve problems and
to access and use technology - today’s adults will struggle to take
part in the world around them and fail to reach their full potential
as parents, community members and employees.

Adults Need Strong Literacy Skills
...to raise children who have strong literacy skills

Learning to read begins long before a child enters school. It begins
when parents read to their children, buy their children books, and
encourage their children to read. The research is clear; parents
who are poor readers don’t read as often to their children as do
parents who are strong readers; children who are not read to enter
school less prepared for learning to read than other children.
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Student Matt Deal with his tutor, Luella Cole, at the Li

...to be good employees

The employees most in demand in the U.S. have at least a two-year
college degree. Workers must be able to read safety regulations
and warnings so they and their co-workers can stay safe on the job.

...to keep themselves and their families healthy

Understanding the doctor’s orders, calculating how much
medicine to take, reading disease prevention pamphlets - all are
ways adults can keep themselves and their families healthy. But
millions of adults lack these essential “health literacy” skills, which
add an estimated $230 billion a year to health care costs.

...to avoid crime

There is a clear correlation between adult illiteracy and crime.
More than 45 percent of all inmates in local jails, 40 percent in
state facilities and 27 percent in federal corrections institutions did
not graduate from high school. Inmates age 24 and younger are
less educated. -Source: www.proliteracy.org




Four Faces of Literacy

From Homeless to College, John Eldridge’s
Amazing Journey

Dotti Young, ReadingWorks literacy coordinator,
assisting John Eldridge on a PC at the Library.

1d changed other aspects of his life, John
said, “I feel better about myself and I can
read the newspaper and read to my
children. Before, I didn't read at all. Now I
check books out at the library”




