Literacy Gives Hope

In the United States, an estimated 30 million people over the age of
16 read no better than the average elementary school child and
100,000 of those are in Stanislaus County. Yet the ability to read
and write is the basis of all other education. Without literacy skills
-- the abilities to read, to write, to do math, to solve problems and
to access and use technology - today’s adults will struggle to take
part in the world around them and fail to reach their full potential
as parents, community members and employees.

Adults Need Strong Literacy Skills
...to raise children who have strong literacy skills

Learning to read begins long before a child enters school. It begins
when parents read to their children, buy their children books, and
encourage their children to read. The research is clear; parents
who are poor readers don’t read as often to their children as do
parents who are strong readers; children who are not read to enter
school less prepared for learning to read than other children.
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...to be good employees

The employees most in demand in the U.S. have at least a two-year
college degree. Workers must be able to read safety regulations
and warnings so they and their co-workers can stay safe on the job.

...to keep themselves and their families healthy

Understanding the doctor’s orders, calculating how much
medicine to take, reading disease prevention pamphlets - all are
ways adults can keep themselves and their families healthy. But
millions of adults lack these essential “health literacy” skills, which
add an estimated $230 billion a year to health care costs.

...to avoid crime

There is a clear correlation between adult illiteracy and crime.
More than 45 percent of all inmates in local jails, 40 percent in
state facilities and 27 percent in federal corrections institutions did
not graduate from high school. Inmates age 24 and younger are
less educated. -Source: www.proliteracy.org




Four Faces of Literacy

“It’s Never To Late To
Learn” — Matt Deal

(see Cover Photo)

Matt Deal, 32, came to ReadingWorks with
lots of life experience. He had dropped out
of high school in 10th grade, he had earned
a GED and even briefly attended college.
But with a wife and five children, he needed
to work more than full-time to support
them.

Matt didn’t give up on his own dream to
someday earn a college degree. “I want the
education. I want the credentials,” Matt
said. “T also think it’s important to show
your kids that education is a priority. My
kids see me doing my homework, so they
sit down and do their homework instead of
watching television. “

Matt was thrilled to find a free adult read-
ing program. The tutor assigned to him,
Luella Cole, is a retired special education
teacher with 30 years’ experience, so she
immediately realized that he needed to
strengthen his vocabulary. She is amazed by
Matt’s intelligence and thoughts as they
read newspapers and magazines together
and discuss them. “I'm often impressed
with his insight. His way of looking at
things gives me a new perspective.”

“He has a tremendous amount of determi-
nation and ambition to improve his life,”
Cole said. Matt wanted the readers of his
story to know one thing — “Never stop
learning - it’s never too late”

From Homeless to College, John Eldridge’s

Amazing Journey

John Eldridge was homeless.

He had been in and out of jail
and in his own words: “I was
not doing anything with my life”
Then a friend told him about the
ReadingWorks program at the
library, so he came in and asked
for help.

“I wanted a tutor for reading

and spelling. I couldn’t read very ¥
well and writing and spelling were 5§
difficult for me”

Dotti Young, ReadingWorks literacy coordinator,
assisting John Eldridge on a PC at the Library.

John dropped out of school at the
beginning of 10th grade, and he now
admits that drug usage impaired his ability
to read and to recall information then.
Now that he’s studying English again and
actually reading, he is surprised at how
quickly it has all come back. He said, “My
tutor, Earl Corbitt, encouraged me to take
the GED test. I didn’t think I could pass, but
he did. He kept me focused and even paid
my GED test fee since I couldn’t afford it

John began his studies with ReadingWorks
in September 2008 and by March 2009 had
passed his GED. After 17 months clean and
sober, John is enrolled at Modesto Junior
College with the help and encouragement
of the ReadingWorks literacy coordinator,
Dotti Young.

“Dotti just kept on me about going to
college and talked me into signing up.”

John is now signed up for four courses and
is getting his expenses paid by a special
program that pays for his books, fees, and
even his lunches. The students in the
program attend classes together and study
together, he said.

When asked how improving his reading
had changed other aspects of his life, John
said, “I feel better about myself and I can
read the newspaper and read to my
children. Before, I didn't read at all. Now I
check books out at the library”



Literacy in Our County

Urdu to English,
Gule Rana’s Story

The third face of literacy is a woman named
Gule Rana who entered the ReadingWorks
program in February 2009. She meets with
her tutor, Mary Biglieri, twice a week to
work on her English reading, writing and
vocabulary skills. Born in Pakistan, Gule’s
native language was Urdu. She moved to
the United States last year. Now she wants
to obtain a library card, learn to read
English books and magazines and learn
how to write notes and letters .

“My children are proud of me for working
hard on my English,” she said. Her four
children who are ages 18 to 25 are well
educated themselves. The oldest has a
Master’s Degree, the next two have
bachelor’s degrees and the youngest just
graduated from high school and will be
attending college in the fall. Gule gradu-
ated from high school in Pakistan where
she learned English, but wants to under-
stand it better, she said. She also realizes
she needs to be able to read signs, medi-
cine labels, bus schedules and fill out forms.

“She knows that if she’s going to live in the
United States she has to learn to speak, read
and write English well,” Biglieri said.
“When Gule first started coming in for
tutoring, she was quite shy and withdrawn.
Now she is able to joke and she smiles a lot
and seems very relaxed and confident. She
is well on her way to achieving her goals
and I enjoy being her tutor”

“Got Goals, Go For Them”
— Wendy Brown

Wendy Brown’s daughter graduated from
high school and started college in the fall of
2008. That was the inspiration for Wendy to
go back to school and begin to realize her
own goals. In April 2009, Wendy passed
the GED test.

“My daughter inspired me when she went
to college and also her younger brother is
talking about college now. She did a great
thing for our family by setting high goals
and following her dream. Now she’s a great
inspiration to my two younger sons and
me,” Brown said. Ironically, Wendy’s preg-
nancy with her daughter, Sukanie Knox,
was the reason she dropped out of high
school eighteen years ago.

Brown’s quest began when she told a case
worker that she wanted to get her GED so
she could get a decent job. Her case worker
referred her to the ReadingWorks program
and she used the Learning Center located
at 13th and “M” Streets to work on her
GED. She would come everyday for six
hours a day and study. She passed three
out of five tests on her first try. Wendy
repeated, and passed, her Social Studies
test. Still she put the math test off until the
end because it was the most daunting.

“I never studied Algebra or Geometry, so I
had to learn them both from the beginning.
In Geometry I learned that the key is
understanding 180 degrees.”

Brown needed a score of at least 440 on her
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math test to get her diploma. “I didn’t
think I would get it, but when I called to
check, they told me I got exactly 440. It
had to be God who did this,” she said.

Brown said working with the tutors at the
ReadingWorks Learning Center worked
well for her. “The flexibility of the program
is marvelous because you can work around
your work schedule or other appointments.
Also, the tutors are great about explaining
things in simple terms you can
understand.”

“Originally Wendy didn’t have much confi-
dence”, Scott McLeod, GED instructor,
said. “But she came to several math work-
shops because she knew that was her
weakest subject and that helped her a lot.”

“Someday I want to work in a maternity
ward of a hospital and work with babies.,”
Brown said, I'm starting out by enrolling in
the Certified Nursing Assistant program. I
believe you should never give up. If you've
got goals, go for them.”
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